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It appears to be all systems go for the NCS Regatta 
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IT'S definitely all systems go for 
the NCS Regatta and interest 
seems to be growing by the day. 

About 800 competitors are now 
expected making it by far the 
biggest offshore event this coun
try has hosted. With fleets rang
ing from Optimists for junior 
yachtsmen, to 50' keelboats, and 
everything in between, it is likely 
that most sailors will be catered 
for. 

The sailing is from July 7-13 
and the Point Yacht Club has 
opened its doors to anyone, even 
non-competitors, who are inter
ested in sailing, to come and see 
what yacht racing, and the PYC 
are all about. Regatta parties also 

tend to be epics, particularly 
when there is no wind (in which 
case they start at about lOam), so 
the event is definitely not to be 
missed. 

NCS and the PYC treated the 
press to a launch party for the 
Regatta on Wednesday, part of 
which comprised a race on the 
Bay on five L34 One Design 
Yachts. Your columnist played 
tactician and mainsheet trimmer 
on Eddie Broadbent's "Point 
Blank" and, in the two-lap race, 
had a pretty successful round 
one. However, a couple of really 
bad tactical calls up the second 
beat (trying to second-guess a 
rather irrational ship captain), 
and the lack of a powerful enough 
motor up the last beat, meant that 
finishing last. However, fortu-

nately for theSaturdayPaper, 
Grog Knowler and the Gastro
nomic Gorilla were also sailing as 
crew on Ernie Shaw's "AFI 
Warrior'' and put together a 
rather better result, crossing the 
line second behind Dave'cox and 
"Solar Wind". Full marks to 
Richard Crockett for · putting 
together a really excell~nt 
launch and for giving reporter 
some taste of what yacht racing is 
actually about. 

The South African Olympic 
Team should all be back in Dur
ban by the end of the weekend to 
wind down before they start their 
final run-up to the Olympics. 
David Hibberd returned earlier 
this week and reports that both 
the Danish and the Dutch regat
tas were quite incredibly cold 

with the temperature in Copen
hagen never getting above 8'C, 
excluding wind chill, and the 
weather in SPA sitting at about 
lO'C. Dave also found that he 
needs to work on his sculling 
technique before the start. Basic
ally, sculling is cheating, but the 

which would be relatively easy to 
control. 

Ian Ainslie has lots of work to 
do after his beloved carbon fibre 
Southern Spars mast disintegrat
ed in Holland. It seems as though 
the failure was due to a bad lami
nate. 

sailing judges 1---~~~~-~---------~ 
for the Laser 
class have de-
cided to turn a 
blind eye to it -
it seems bi-
zarre people 
who are flown 
the world be-
cause of their 
knowledge of 
the rules don't 
even try to po-
lice something 


