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· THERE'S a flurry of 
activity on the yacht 
mole this week in 
preparation for the 

premier ocean racing event on 
the calendar, The NCS 
Regatta. 

Yachts are arriving daily 
and being allocated berths by 
haras~ed officials; equipment 
is being delivered and fitted; 
new sails arrive to be bent on 
and tested by old hands as 
rookies fumble with 
unfamiliar equipment under 
the stern gaze of hardened 
skippers. 

A scene of organised chaos 
in fact which could easily 
come from the last century as 
a naval fleet prep:ires for a 
major sea battle. For that's 
what The NCS Regatta is all 
about - a six-day, close 
quarters battle to the finish; a 
cut and thrust affair with 
some of the most important 
titles in the country on the 
line. 

The NCS Regatta, hosted by 
the Point Yacht Club, 
incorporates the national 
championships for L34s and 
RCODs and the Natal 
championships for L26s and 
Stadt~ 

ore important perhaps is 
the fleet of J22s who will be 
racing in their 1993 
Internationals immediately 
after The NCS Regatta. 
Competing here are crews 
from: America, Holland, 
Jamaica, Belgium and 
Germany who will no doubt be 
using The NCS Regatta as a 
tune-up event. 

So too will be the L26s who 
will be sailing in the annual 
Lipton Cup - the most 
valuable trophy of any sport in 
South Africa - in August off 
Saldanha Bay. 

A scan through the NCS 
entry list sees 70 yachts so far 
and w!th three days to go. 

Numbers are more than 
made up however by the very 
large Transvaal entry and the 
new multihull fleet. 

A number of iruiovations 
come in this year. First, the 
racing will take a different 
format. Instead of the normal 
six Olympic triangles the 
organisers have included two 
windward/ leeward courses 
and a middle-distance race as 
well as two Olympic triangles 
and one final race to be 
announced. The races will be 
up to race officer Wog 
Hawksworth's discretion and 
will be signalled from the 
committee boat each morning. 

Also, this event will be the 
first Jo be sailed under the neVI 
IRYU rulebook in which there 
are a number of changes to 
race running, scoring and 
general requirements to 
yachts and skippers are 
strongly advised to check the 
new publkation. 


