
Yacht club's centenary challenge 

CELEBRATING its centenary this 
year is Point Yacht Club, which is 
going all out for a win in this year's 
Lipton Challenge Cup regatta at Hout 
Bay. 

It is 10 years since PYC won the 
prestigious regatta. 

The fiercely contested inter-club 
event will be hosted for the first time 
by reigning champion Hout Bay Yacht 
Club and will be held from August 22-
29 this year. 

PYC is so determined to have the 
historic R500 000 silver gilt Joko Lip
ton Cup back in Durban for its cente
nary celebrations that it has selected 
the same skipper, Harry Ellens, who 
won the event for the club 10 years 
ago, to head this year's challenge. 

Eliens, one of Natal's best-known 
yachtsmen, has pulled together a 
youngish but talented crew for the 
PYC challenger, the L26 yacht, MMI 
Mazda. 

They are Kenny Robertson, a crack 
yachtsman who recently moved to 
Durban from Scotland, Sean Fouche, 
an experienced L34 and L26 sailor, Jo 
Boy, who has crewed in four previous 
regattas, and Andrew Rossak, who 
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sailed for PYC last year. 
"It's a crew that works well together 

in stiff competition. But the secret of 
this regatta is consistency and if we 
can achieve that we could pull it off," 
said team manager Dexter Roniger. 

Roniger said Ellens, who is over
seas sailing in the world champion
ships, was excited about the event 
being held in Hout Bay. "It will be a 
welcome change and should prove a 
great venue from a sailing point of 
view," he said. 

PYC is one of the first three clubs to 
have entered the event so far. 

The other two entries are from de
fending champion Springbok Greg Da
vis, who won the event for HBYC last 
year, and former Natal skipper Gra
ham Dibb, who will helm Cape Town's 
Royal Cape Yacht Club challenge. 

More than 20 yachts from clubs 
throughout South Africa are expected 
to take part in the regatta, which is 
restricted to L26 yachts. 

A large spectator contingent is also 
expected as Chapman's Peak Drive 
will offer supporters a bird's eye view 
of yacht racing from a choice of van
tage points. 


