
SRI receives R25 000 from1 
the Royal Cape Yacht Club 

By TOSH LEVETT-
HARDING 

THE Commodore of the 
Royal Cape Yacht Club, 
Mr Dave Abromowitz, 
handed a cheque for 
R25 000 to the chairman 
of the National Sea Res
cue Institute, Captain 

· Arthur Bluett, at the 
club last week. 

The money was donat
ed by members of the 
club to support the 
NSRI. 

Six months ago the 
club donated R50 000 to 
the NSRI. 

The money was raised 
on a voluntary levy· sys
tem , the idea of Mr 
Abromowitz , who said 
85% of the members 
were supporting the levy 
system. 

In an interview he said 
that 350 letters had been 
written to boating asso
ciations and other simi
lar organisations to seek 
support for the NSRI. 

He hoped other yacht 
clubs in the country 
would also lend support. 

DAVE ABROMOWITZ: 
The Commodore who 

cares. 

Mr Abromowitz said 
the club was proud and 
privileged to be able to 
give assistance because 
of the splendid work 
done by the NSRI. , 

"We are particularly 
proud as this year is the 
25th anniversary of the 
NSRI. " 

Captain Bluett though 
the introduction of a 

levy was "tremendous" 
and would help main
tain the high standard of 
service. 

In an interview Cap
tain Bluett said there 
was a time when his or
ganisation was criticised 
because some yachts
men could not stand "the 
noise of those power 
boats". 

650 rescuers 
" But the tussle . be

tween noise and wind 
has blown over , as 
shown by the support we 
get from members," he 
said. 

Captain Bluett added 
that the crews were un
paid volunteers and be
cause of this a high pro
portion of the institute's 
money could be used to 
provide equipment for 
boats and bases. 

"We have about 650 
rescuers working for us 
throughout South Africa 
who, in addition to their 
everyday jobs, are ready 
to exchange leisure , 
comfort and sleep for 

cold and wet conditions 
that tests their nerves, 
skills and strength." 

He said that in addi
tion to providing a res- 1 

cue service, which was 
its main objective, the 
members assisted at re- • 
gattas and were always 
on hand as a "back up 
service" at clubs. 

Contributions 
Holiday times are of

ten the busiest and when 
others are enjoying 
themselves the rescue 
crew are always on 
hand. 

Major distress calls in
variably came during in
c le men t and stormy 
weather. 

The NSRI is a service 
organisation supported 
almost entirely by volun
tary contributions with 
the sole aim of saving 
lives at sea. 

It has bee11 estimated 
by the NSRI officials 
that a s imilar profes
sional or government 
service would cost mor 
than R25 m a year. 


