
o HIGH AND DRY: Mr Braam Heyns's unique "floating taber
nacle" has been put out of operation because of a wrangle 

over red-tape with . the harbour authorities. 

Floating taberAacle 
loses its berth 

after legal wrangle 
A YACHT which is sometimes used 
for Christian ministries has run into 
red·tape problems with the harbour 
authorities. 

This has resulted in the R450 000 
"floating tabernacle" Petach Tikva 
losing its berth in the Elliot Basin. 

Its owner, Mr Braam Heyns, wbo 
has temporarily moored the yacht · at 
Granger Bay, is conducting a cam
paign to get back into Table Bay har
bour. He has sent letters to top gov· 
ernment officials and priests 
appealing to them to intervene in the 
dispute. 

The argument over the yacht began 
when Mr Heyns started transporting 
passengers earlier this year. 

Harbour authorities said if anyone 
besides the yacht's crew was being 
carried a Department of Transport 
safety certificate had to be obtained. 

Mr Heyns, who runs the Floating 
Tabernacle Ministries, insists that the 
certificate is not necessary because 

· he is not operating as a charter yacht. 
"I take people who have given the 

ministry donations out to sea. It's the 
only way in which I can thank them," 
said Mr Heyns. 

He began building the luxurious
looking Petacb Tikva (Hebrew for 
'archway of hope') six years ago from 
donations received from various peo
ple. 

The idea to use a yacht for Chris
tian ministries was sparked the year 
before while Braam and bis wife 
Jeanette were working in Israel. 

They discovered Christian missions 
on yachts were able to bypass visa 
controls quite easily. 

Mr Heyns returned to South Africa 
and began building Petacb Tikva. 
Christians gave goods and money used 
to build the yacht. 

The completed yacht, which can 
carry at least 30 people, looks good 
enough to moor alongside those of the 
rich and famous in Monaco and St 
Tropez. 

It is luxuriously equipped with 
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mod-cons includibg a portable televi
sion set rarely s~en in this country. 

The Heyns family moved into the 
yacht and for three years they re
ceived free ber~ · 
facilities in the bail)our. 

Mr Heyns later began to transport 
groups of people ~f various religious 
beliefs on the yacht. 

"People wobld give me donations 
for the ministries and I would take 
them out on the' yacht," said Mr 
Heyns. 

He added that groups of people-who 
were not Christians were often con
verted on the yacht after taking trips 
aboard. 

"When people get onto the yacht I 
first pray and then tell them a. little 
about Floating T.abernacle Ministries. 

"Sometimes the people look a bit ir
ritated but usually one or two people 
wili come to me and ask me about the 
Bible or my missionary work. 

"Often these people go away with 
new knowledge about the Bible or 
with a keen interest to convert to 
Christianity," said Mr Heyns. 

He added that there were only 
three rules on the yacht: no alcoho,, 
no foul language and no topless bath
ing. 

Table Bay harbour's port captain 
Mr Bill Shewell said he supported 
Christian workers but he bad to en
sure the safety of passengers on craft 
in the harbour. 

"The yacht is registered as a closed 
corporation and is carrying passen
gers. Mr Heyns needs a safety certifi
cate but is refu~ing to obtain it. 

"The winter storms are coming up 
and it is of paramount importance to 
me that all passengers are safe," said 
Mr Shewell. 

Portnet was a financial supporter 
of Biblia, the Dutch Reformed 
Church's Evangelical Mission and the 
Missions to Seamen in the harbour, be 
.said. 


