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John Martin's position still mystery 
By HENRI du PLESSIS 
Yachting Reporter 
ALLIED Bank is still an un
known facto r in the two-man 
transatlantic yacht race (Two
Star) from· Plymouth to New-

! 
port as the 18m monohulls 

.creep closer to the finish. 
Americans Warren Luhrs 

I 
and Nitish Iyengar on Hunter's 
Child reported on Friday they 
had 880 miles to go, but the va
lidity of some position reports 
are being doubted by race offi
cials. They believe sailors are 
purposely giving inaccurate re-

ports to prevent their oppo
nents from understanding their 
weather tactics. 

Brothers John and Ian Mar
tin on Allied Bank last sent a 
position report on J une 16. The 
report was relayed through a 
merchant ship and skipper 
John Martin said hi.~ main ra
dio was broken. 

According to the latest posi
tions reported, Berti •~ Reed and 
Greg Prescott in Grinaker are 
about 120 miles behind Hunt
er's Child. 

Reed yesterday said he had 
about 450 miles to go and ex
pected to finish tomorrow. 

ln New port, Rhode Is land, 
the Allied Bank shore team are 
waiting anxiously. Before the 
race, Martin said he hoped to 
finish today, thus breaking his 
record by a day. Had he been 
able to do so, he would have 
finished some time last night 
or today, said his spokesman, 
Mrs Jeanne van Rooyen. 

Mrs Van Rooyen said tension 
had become unbearable as the 

leading three ya chts' team s 
waited fo r the winner. 

Overa ll victory in the 3 000-
mile race across the North At
lantic was taken by the French 
trimaran Elf Aquitane on 
Thursday. She was followed by 
another French trimaran, Fuji
color. 

The Two-Star is an impor
tant feeder race for yachts to 
sail from Europe to the US for 
the start of the BOC Challenge 
single-handed around-the-world 
r ace, which starts in Septem
p~r. 


