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J\.mel-ica's Cup Challengers l 
' concerned over costs -

SAN DIEGO. - Rum
blings are already being 
heard among prospective 
challengers for the Ame
rica's Cup about the high 
cost of waterfront facili
ties iii San Diego for the 
Spring 1992 yachting 
competition. 

Challenger syndicates. 
who completed a two-day 
meeting on Friday. were 
told that they wen~ going 
to have to rent land to 
construct the shore-based 
facilities they need - at 
prices they found hard to 
take . 

.. You don't ask the 
clubs that are coming to 
play the final of the Super 
Bowl to build and pay for 
the stadium before they 
start playing the match ... 
Danish syndicate chief 
Valdemar Bandolowski 

A:hat's what we are 

aske<l lO do: To pay for 
and build up the facilities 
and then go out and 
race," said Mr Band
olowski. who chair.:d the 
opening sessi()n of the 
challengers' meeting. at
tended by 18 of the 20 ex
pected syndicates. 

Challengers said one 
San Diego boatyard ask
ed ltal"y's syndicate to pay 
R6,5 million - just as a 
deposit. The actual rental 
of the land for use as a 
syndicate base was ex
pected to double that fig-
ure . 

Alternative challenge 
regatta sites such as San 
Francisco are not being 
taken seriously since syn
dicate chiefs recognise 
that a challenger winning 
e lsewhere would not be 
prepared for San Diego'.s 
unique conditions . 

"If you want to win the 

America's Cup . in San 
Diego... said Australian 
Ernie Taylor. the ex
ecutive officer of tlie 
Challenger of Recor<l 
committee. " it'd be silly 
ro be practising anywhere 
else. 

Mr Taylor said this was 
nothing new in America·s 
Cup. and tbat similar 
complaints were heard 
during the 1984 series in 
Freemantle. 

Mr Bandolowski. how
ever. said he thought 
local authorities should 
make use of the water
front rent-free . 

''We're coming with a 
~how. so to speak, and 
we'll be spending our 
money here . San Diego 
city expects to have quite 
a substantial income:· he 
said. 

A recent study commis
sioned by the America's 

Cup Organising Commit
tee predicts that the event 
will generate about R2,4 
billion for San Diego's 
economy - somewhat 
less than the R3.I billion 
projection made in a 1987 
study. j 

In other developments , 
challengers and defende1: _ 
agreed to permit advertis
·ing on hulls and sails ex
cept for tobacco products . 

Challengers also decid
ed to require a perform
ance bond from each sy n
dicate by September 3 to 
ensure the seriousness of 
the challenge. 

And for the first time in 
Cup history, Cup crews 
will be random-tested for 
drugs. 

The next challengers 
meeting has been set for 
November 7 in London. 
- Sapa-Reuter. 


