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America's Cup court 
battle live on TV today 
AMERICAN and New 
Zealand clubs resume 
their battle for the 
America's Cup today in a 
New York State appeals 
court who will decide the 
fate of yachting's pre
mier trophy. 

The San Diego Yacht 
Club will argue that Jus
tice Carmen Ciparick 
was wrong in ordering 
them last March to for
feit the trophy, while the 
Mercury Bay Boating 
Club of Auckland will 
say she was right to dis
qualify the Californians 
for sailing a catamaran 
against a monohull. 

At stake is the prestige 
of holding the trophy and 
the financial reward of 
staging the America 's 
Cup. San Diego hoped to 
earn as much as two 

billion dollars by hosting 
the next series, now set 
for 1992 in New Zealand. 

At issue is Justice Ci
parick's March ruling in 
which she interpreted 
the Deed of Gift, the doc
ument which governs the 
trophy, as' prohibiting a 
mismatch such as last 
year 's series between 
San Diego's speedy 18m 
catamaran and the huge, 
40m sloop New Zealand. 

Stars and Stripes, skip
pered by Dennis Conner, 
easily beat the chal
lenger, built by New Zea
land merchant banker 
Michael Fay, 2-0 in the 
best-of-three series off 
San Diego. 

Fay, who had taken 
advantage of a loophole 
in the regulations to 
challenge for a race in 
boats radically different 
from the traditional 12m 
yachts, sought redress in 
the New York court 
where the Deed of Gift is 
filed. 

George Tompkins Jr, 
New Zealand's lawyer, 
acknowledged that the 
litigation was unusual. 

"It's taken 102 years 
for a controversy over 
the America's Cup to get 
to court," he said, refer
ring to the length of time 
the Deed of Gift has been 

in effect. "It will proba
bly take another 102 
years before it happens 
again." 

The legal wrangling 
began in 1987 when Con
ner, who in 1983 became 
the first American skip
per to lose the trophy 
after 132 years in US 
hands, regained it from 
Australia. 

However, San Diego 
neglected to propose 
conditions for the next 
challenge, allowing Fay 
to set his own terms. He 
chose a new, gigantic 
boat in which he had a 
big lead in technology, 
an~ so San Diego coun
tered with a high-tech 
catamaran. 

After legal challenges 
by both sides, Ciparick 
ordered them to sail the 
race first and seek court
room action later. 

A standing room-only 
crowd is assured in the 
150-person courtroom 
where San Diego's law
yer Harold Tyler, a for
mer federal judge, will 
try to convince the ap
peals panel to change 
tack on which club 
_should get the trophy. 




