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Yacht pair 
stranded 

after 
rescue 

THE German-born Ca
nadian couple rescued 
last week by-- a trawler' 
after being adrift for nine' 
days in heavy seas off the 
Cape are R40 OOO out of 
pocket. 
That's what they need to 
refit their battered yacht, 
the Irene, which capsized 
twice after the yacht was 
demasted by a force 1 2  
hurricane. 

UtPE:. 

Give Cape Town 
back its island 

THE Minister of Justice's decision to allow 
yachtsmen to land on Robben Island and 

picnic within a restricted area is a welcome move 
towards greater public use of Table Bay's unique !and feature. Such landings have to be arranged 
m advance through the Royal Cape Yacht Club 
and are limited to six yachts at a time, but they 
represent an important relaxation of the 
�egulati�ms tha� have for so long rendered the 
ISiand vrrtually maccessible to all but convicts and 
officialdom. 

D Money Penny will sail in the first L34 
national championships at Crystic Week 

After nine days of fran
tically waving and shout
ing to passing ships, 
which failed to notice 
them, Mr Hans Steinicke 
(70), and his cQmmon-law 
wife, Lydia Wollersheim , 
were spotted by the crew 
of an I and J trawler, the 

The ideal, of course, would be to abandon 
Robben Island completely as Cape Town's 
Alcatraz and � it into a national park, with 
con!J:olled public access. It occupies a prime 
posibon off the coast, with its own climate and 
distinctive environmental characteristics. The 
faun� of �e island would still require protection, 
and if the ISiand were to be turned into a tourist 
resort, as the Association of Chambers of 
Commerce has suggested, restrictions on 
numbers and access to certain areas would still 
have to be enforced. 

L34s to 
sai l  at 
Crys.t ic  
Week 
BETWEEN 60 and 70 of 
South Africa's most com
petitive racing yachts 
have entered this year's 
annual Crystic Week Re
gatta to be sailed off
shore from Durban from 
July 3-9. 

Crystic Week, to be 
sailed under the burgee 
of the Point yacht· Club 
and under race officer 
Wog Hawksworth, has 
been rated one of the big
gest and most important 
keeler regattas in the 
country for several years 
and is certainly one of 
t h e  highlights  o f  the 
Natal yachting calendar. 

Incorporated in the re
gatta will be the first na
tional championships for 
the new L34 class and the 
Natal championships for 
the L26 class. 

Other classes compet
ing include the RCODs 
Stadt 23s, J22s and Clas� 
As. 

Although entries offi
cially closed last Friday 
late entries will be ac
cepted up to June 30. 

Entries processed so 
far show that there will 
be a strong Cape chal
lenge w ith Springbok 
yachtsman Geoff Meek 
the world quarter-to� 
champion, among this 
contingent sailing Subur
ban Hardware in the 
L34 class. 

Willie Voerman, who 

Afrikaner. 

O A j  Their battered yacht, 
originally valued at 

_B�t the important thing is that the days of 
cons1gmng people to Robben Island, whether 
convicts or

_ 
lunatics or lepers, should by now have 

passed_. It IS � asset that has been denied Cape 
Ta.vn m particular, and South Africa in general 
for far too long. 

· ' 

� R180 OOO, is now moored ___________ _ 
at the Royal Cape Yacht .S\..\."·mA TQ. � \AN"c:. 

Martin 
heading 
for line 

CLub. 
Yesterday, they told I q "' (, 'W 

The Citizen bow Mrs 
Wollersheim's cunos1ty Yachting 
had brought them to
gether while Mr Steinicke 
was busy building the 

CAPE TOWN - Tension 
mounts in the single
ha nded transatlantic 
yacht race as the 
leaders in Class 1,  Mona
hulls, near the finish in 
Newport. 

With only eight miles 
between leader UAP 
and Allied Bank, John 
Martin was confident 
that, wind prevailing, he 
would take the lead to 
cross the line first some 
time today. 

Martin reported yes
terday via a radio call to 

yacht. 

'"Being keen on sailing 
myself, I noticed this 
yacht being built in a 
backyard, and decided to 
have a chat with Hans. 

"We became constant 
companions, and even
tually set sail around the 
world together," she said. ; 

Cape. �own that stormyE 
• 

conditions were predict- as1er access 
ed and would favour Al-

' 

lied Bank. . ROBBEN ISLAND has recently been 
He was hopmg to made more accessible to South Afri

break his own record of can yachtsmen and at least 50 yachts 
17 days and 22 hours and have visited the island during the past 
was looking forward to two months. 
the sun and some sleep. The visits are now possible due to a 

. 1:he dense fog has pro- special arrangement between the 
h1�1ted sleep and Martin Royal Cape Yacht Club (RCYC) and the 
said that �e had only Prisons Department and permits for 
slept 20 minutes in the visits may be obtained at the RCYC. 
last five days. - Sapa However, visits must be arranged 

well in advance and only six yachts are 
allowed to visit the harbour at any 
particular time. 

Visits are limited to weekends and 

• INITIAL reaction to last week's an
nouncement of the proposed new 
basic sailing course at the Island Sail· 
ing Club which will take charge of all 
future basic sail training in Durban has 
been very good. 

Courses dealing with more ad
vanced training are to be held at the 
PYC/RNYC. 

There are still a few places left on 
tile first basic four-week course held 
on successive Saturday afternoons 
and Sunday mornings. 

This course encompasses safety 
rules, swimming, rigging an Optimist, 
sailing the boat in a straight line to· 
wards various objects, the ability to 
keep the mainsail at the point of luffing 
by handling the mainsheet as the 
course of the boat changes, tacking, 
knots and sailing terms and caters for 
ages between nine and 14. 

The course begins in August. Phone 
John Somerville on (031)-477330 (H) 
for further details. 

to the Island 
holidays and visitors are restricted to 

an area at the harbour where they can 

braai and look across to Table Moun

tain. 
A spokesman for the Prison Services 

yesterday said the entire development 

of the island formed part of the initia

tive towards better utilization and 

greater access which was announced 

by the Minister of Justice, Mr Kobie 

Coetsee, some time ago. 
Yachtsmen are, however, not the 

only visitors allowed and other inter

ested groups, with the emphasis on 

youth, are also allowed to visit the 

island. 




