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JOHN MARTIN 
sets sail tomor

row from Plymouth 
in Allied Bank Voor
trekker II on what he 
believes is his best 
chance to win the 
monohull section of 
the C Star transat
lantic race to New
port Rhode Island. 

Competing in Class I 
of the race, he says of 
the 18,2m yacht: "She is 
in the best condition 
she has ever been for a 
single-handed race." 

With him at the start
ing line will be veteran 
Springbok Bertie Reed, 
sailing in Class 2 in In
vertex Voortrekker I -
which celebrates 21 
years of competitive 
sailing this year. 

THERE are' 120 boats 
from 18 countries 

in the 3 000-mile race 
which covers some of 
the world's most hostile 
waters and must fea
ture second only in 
terms of danger to the 
Southern Ocean of the 
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I 
A racing yacht needs constant running maintenance and 

he ohn Martin gets down to the task. 
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BOC single-handed, 
round-the-world race. 

Martin believes it is 
the last truly-interna
tional, single-handed 
race which Voortrekker 
II could win. 

"More than likely, it 
will be the last race she 
will be able to compete 
in against the class of 
racer entered for the C 
Star," said Martin. 

He said he had to 
break the monohull re
cord - set by the 1984 
winner of the race, 
American Warren 
Luhrs, who crossed the 
line in 16 days 22 hours 
and 27 minutes in 
Thursday's Child - if 
he wanted to win his 
section. 

OTH Martin and 
Reed said their 

boats were well pre
pared - and, they will 
have to be because 
each comes up against 
some old rivals. 

Martin comes face to 
face with the French 
duo of Titouan Lama
zou in Ecureuil d' Aqui
taine and Jean Yves 
Terlain in UAP-Pour 
Medecins Sans Fron
tieres. 

Martin beat his top 
rivals in two legs of the 
1987 /88 BOC race, but 
finished behind them in 
the overall placings af
ter equipment failure. 

Reed will face Jack 
Boyd who he beat by 
less than a minute in 
the recent Bermuda 
One-Two race. 

chance 
Martin said before he 

left for England: "This 
time there are no ex
cuses. It is the first sin
gle- handed race for 
which the boat is well 
and truly prepared. 

"I have enough auto
pilots. Electronically 
and sailwise, I will 
have enough power," he 
said. 

I N the 1984 race in 
which Martin and 

Voortrekker II ended 
second behind Luhrs, 
.auto-pilot failure forced 
him to stay at the helm 
for the last 48 hours 
into Newport where he 
arrived exhausted. 

"I have also learned 
that Lamazou has put a 
new mast and keel on 
his boat which will 
make it much more 
powerful. However, I 
know that I have a boat 
with the potential to 
beat any of the top con
tenders," said Martin. 

"Also, I am not wor
ried about stamina. I 
know I have enough to 
handle the distance and 
I proved in the BOC 
that I have sufficient 
tactical know-how." 

Reed said Voor
trekker I was in fine 
shape - in spite of her 
21 years - and he had 
managed 10,2 knots 
with her during a train
ing sail shortly before 
she was shipped out. 

He has had a new 
furling sail fitted and 
four auto-pilots to suit 
different needs as well 
as more than enough 

power to charge his 
batteries. 

THERE are eight 
Class 1 monohulls 

competing in the race 
and about eight cata
marans in the multihull 
section. 

The race was started 
in 1960 as a wager be
tween two British 
yachtsmen, Sir Francis 
Chichester and Lieuten
ant-Colonel Blondie 
Hasler. 

There were only four 
competitors in the first 
race. In 1968, South Af
rica entered the fray 
when Bruce Dalling 
skippered Voortrekker l 
to a handicap win and 
second across the line. 

Neither Martin nor 
Reed are strangers to 
that stretch of water: 
Reed has sailed it four 
times - two of which 
have been solo, and 
Martin twice, one of 
which was single-hand
ed. 

Shortly before leav
ing, Martin and Reed 
told of the dangers 
which lurked in the 
stormy waters they 
were to face. 

Both men told of the 
icebergs, mountainous 
waves and high winds 
which reached speeds 
of between 50 and 60 
knots and even more if 
one followed the more 
northerly routes. 

THE more faint
hearted will take 

the southern routes, 
which mean slower 
times and more miles 

to their journey. 
Martin spelled out 

the various stages they 
would have to sail. 

"For the first seve 
to nine days, we sail 
into the wind while 
heading north, but not 
going too far so that 
you end up in the cen
tre of the low-pressure 
system. 

"There are also the 
hazards of sailing in the 
shipping lanes of the 
English Channel, then 
passing through the 
fishing fleets west of 
Ireland. "up in the north, 

t here are al
ways pro bl ems with 
icebergs and fog. Dur
ing the 1984 race at 
least 40 were sighted by 
spotter aircraft. on the 
yachts' route as they 
neared Newfoundland 
on the American east 
coast. 

"Radar does helf to a 
certain extent, bu you 
get some smaller -
but equally dangerous 
- bergs which can rip 
holes in your boat. 

"There are also fleets 
of fishing boats off 
Nova Scotia which are 
a major factor to be 
considered, especially 
when you are tired af
ter 16 days of hard sail
ing," said Martin. 

It will be with these 
obstacles in mind that 
the gladiators of the 
sea challenge each oth
er and the elements in 
the C Star starting to
morrow. 

Dalling led the way 
by ARNOLD KIRKBY 

Yachting Reporter 

TWENTY years ago, 
lone South African 

sailor Bruce Dalling 
sailed this country into 
the world of yachting 
when he almost won 
the tough 0 Star sin
gle-handed Trans-At
lantic race. 

He captured the 
hearts of people 
throughout the Repub
lic as they followed al-

most every dip of the 
legendary Voortrekker 
l's bow as he pushed 
her through the treach
erous North Atlantic 
ocean. 

He left a broad 
wake, which over the 
years, has helped other 
top yachtsmen like 

Bertie Reed and John 
Martin, who are sailing 
in this year' Transat
lantic race. 

Dalling was 29 when 
he took Voortrekker 
over to England to 
compete with the best 
in 1968 and won the 
race on handicap and 
came second overall. 

The race was filled 
with drama from start 
to finish, with the com
petitors being lashed 
by storm after storm. 

AFTERWARDS, 
Dalling described 

the last 10 days of the 

crossing as a night
mare in which he took 
the 15,2m ketch 
through gale-force 
winds of more than 70 
knots and mountainous 
seas which were as 
high as his boat was 
long. 

The barometer 
started falling one 
night and by morning 
the westerly storm hit 
him. 

He had to pull in all 

his sails and eventuaW 
turn Voortrekk 
around and run wi 
the wind because . 
boat was taking I 
pounding. < 

He was leading ' 
one stage, but a ; c 
tactical decision ! 
Newfoundland m E 
than likely cost s 
the race. . J: 

Winner of the r 
was Britain's Geol 
Williams. f 


