
NARROW ESCAPE ... Captain Steve 
Konya on his yacht in Table Bay harbour 
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yacht collides 
I With freighter-

off Cape Point 
By JOHN VAN DER LINDEN 

AN 8,5-METRE glass-fibre yacht was holed when it 
collided with a freighter off Cape Point in the early 
hours of yesterday morning. 

The yacht, which remained afloat; was later towed 
into Hout Bay by a National Sea Rescue Institute 
vessel from Station 8. 

The frail-looking 15-year-old double-ended sloop, 
owned by a 49-year-old Swedish merchant mariner, 
Captain Steve Konya, sailed from Cape Town early · 
on Thursday morning with the captain and 33-year
old Norwegian, Mr Ole Egen, as only crew. 

On his way to South Africa in February, Captain 
Konya made headline news when he had to be towed 
in to Alexander Bay after running out of water and 
food at the end of a 135-day passage from Plymouth. 

Yesterday Captain Konya, still shocked after his 
uarrow escape, told of the ordeal and of the bad luck 
which has followed him since leaving Plymouth in 
September last year. 

")Ve were both on watch till midnight when Ole 
took the helm and I went below to get some sleep," 
he said. · · 

"At l.lOam Ole suddenly shouted that there were 
ships around and when I came up I saw a freighter of 
about 50 000 tons bearing down on us less than lOOm 
from our port bow. 

"I shouted at Ole to turn us around but the next 
instant the ship struck .us at the bow, pushing the 
yacht under her hull. 

"We turned around as the yacht popped up from 
under the ship's bow and she scraped past us and 
sped off, probably unaware of us despite our naviga
tion lights. 

"Mr Egen 'seemed in shock but I jumped to take 
stock of the damage and found water pouring 
through a hole in the bow," he said. 

His call for assistance was relayed to the Port 
Captain's office which in turn called a passing 
freighter, the Regina D, which turned back to ren
dezvous with the yacht. 

"The captain was wonderful and after providing us 
with tea he waited until the NSRI vessel took us in 
tow," he said. 

Captain Konya hopes to repair the yacht, whicli 
was holed just above the water line, as soon as 
possible to continue his voyage to Phuket, a Thai 
island in the Indian Ocean. 


