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rf e.cht race will pUt 
,Mauritius on the map 
THE first 3000 km Mauritius-Durban yacht race is an assured success, four fllOnths before the start 
·on September 28. 

This is the view ~f race 
organiser Mr Roy Close 
of Durban, who is so 
confident of the outcome 
of the pioneer race this 
year that he is already 
predicting that the 
follow-up biennial events 
in 1987 and 1989 will 
become major inter
national yacht races. 

"The race will put 
Mauritius on the map 
around the world," 
claimed Mr Close. 

Already more than 65 
St>uth African yacht 
owners have declared 
written interest in the 
pioneer Beachcomber 
Indian Ocean Crossing, 
as the race is called, in 
September. 

Response from Dur
ban has been heaviest, 
but has also come from 
Port Elizabeth, Knysna, 
East London, Cape 
Town , Johannesburg 
and Bloemfontein. 

INTEREST 
Verbal interest has 

come from a number of 
racing yacht owners, 
most of them Cape 
Town-based, while many 
late entries are expected 
from among the 70 to 80 
cruising yachts which call 
at Mauritius, bound for 
South Africa from 
Australia, the Far East 
and the Pacific between 
August and November 
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each year, when sailing 
conditions are favour
able for the west-bound 
yachts. 

FASTEST 
The fastest boats are 

expected to make the 
crossing in seven to 10 
days, with the slower 
boats taking up to 21 
days. 

"That time of the year 
is · temperate with fair 
wfnds/' said Mr Close. 

He has just returned 
from Mauritius where he 

consulted with the host 
club, Grand Baie Yacht 
Club, ·with Mauritian 
deputy Prime Minister 
Sir Gaetan Duval, and 
with race co-ordinator 
and instigator Mr Karl 
Braunecker, of Beach
comber Hotels, the main 
sponsor. 

' 
1°ROPHIES 

Trophies for the 
inau~ural event have 
already been donated by 
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Beachcomber Hotels, 
Sailing Publications of 
Durban, the Mauritius . 
Commercial Bank, 
Grand Baie Yacht Club, 
Point Yacht Club, Royal 
Natal Yacht Club and 
Unicorn Lines, which is 
transporting a number of 
the yachts to Mauritius. 

As a build pp to the' J 
race a four-ditY catama- -
ran ·regatta of Olympic 
standards will be held off 
Trou aux Biches resort in 
Mauritius. 

In Mauritius discu~ing plans for the first Mauritius-Durban yacht race in 
September are (left to right) Mr }1'rancois Desmarais, commodore of Grand Baie 
Yacht Club, Mr Karl Braunecker, the race co-ordinator, Mr Roy Close, of Point 

· Yacht Club and Mr Richaro Crockett, of1Royal Natal Yacht Club. 




