
Durban, man1 

for · Cape to 
Rio, race 

"Mercury" Reporter 
DURBAN lawyer Mr. Archie Snyman has been chosen 

to crew one of the biggest .and most glamorous yachts 
in next year's Cape to Rio yacht race-but he may not 
be able to accept the invitation because of difficulties 

with his two banana 
farms. 

Mr. Snyman, a National 
Party candidate for Mus
grave in the 1966 general 
election, is one of three South 
Africans invited to sail 
aboard Robin Knox-Johns
ton's Ocean Spirit, a newly
launched 71-footer . She is the 
largest fibreglass yacht i.n 
the world and a spokesman 
for her builders has des
cribed her cost as "astrono
mical." 

Mr. Snyman said last 
night that he was having ad
minis trative difficulties with . 
his two banana farms at Port 
Edward, and might1 not be 
able to t a ke t ime oft for the 
Rio · Race. 

"The posit ion a t the 
moment is t hat I am almost 
cer tain I w ill be able to go," 
he said, "but t here still re
mains a little doubt." 

RECORD 
In 1961 Mr. Snyman sailed 

his own yacht, an ·is-metre 
(59ft ) ketch called Senta, 
from Durban to the W e s t 
Indies in record time . . He 
lat er wrote a book of his ex
periences. 

Senta was sold after the 
trip and is now based In San 
Juan, Puerto Rico. "I have 
tried to buy her back, but 
her owners are not interested 
in selling," he said. "I wanted 
to enter her for the Rio race." 

If Mr. Snyman doe s 
manage to sail with Ocean 
Spirit - which was designed 
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by Mr. Ricus van de Stadt, 
the Mercury's designer -
he will fly back from Rio de
J aneiro. The yacht w ill go on 
t o t he West Indies for a sea
son of charter worl{. 




