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BESIDE the broad grey 
waters of the Medway at 
Hoo, in Kl!nt, a sleek 
shape is poised at th·e 
head of the launching 
slipway. 

On Monday Ocean Spirit -
n up-to-the-minute version o.f 
he famous South African rac
g yacht; Stormvogel, and the 
o>rld 's largest production 

ibre-glass boat - will slip into 
he estuary, the m o s t 
.ormidable contender for next 
ear's Cape to Rio transatlantic 
acht race. 
The actress Diana Rigg, now 

appearing topless in a London 
stage production. will, it is 
hoped, launch her on her way. 
· Bu.t there the frivolity 

ceases: From then on Oeean 
Spirit will .be playing a 
dedicated roving game, taking 
on all comers on all oceans. 

At the helm will be the 
powerful . team of Robin Knox 
Johnson, winner of 'the single 
handed round the world yacht 
race, and Lt. Leslie Willi ams, 
who came fourth in the last 
single-handed transatlantic 
yacht race. 

TWO-MAN RACE 
The 71-foot Ocean Spiri't will 

be thoroughly race-tried in the 
six months before the Cape to 
Rio race. Her first test in fact 
comes less than a fortnight 

, after her launching when she 
takes part in the two-man 
round-Britain race starting on 
July 4. 

Alt the boatyard in Hoo 31-
year-old Knox Johnson and 
Lieutenant Williams (37) talk
ed about their chances for the 
Cape to Rio race. 

Said Robin Knox Johnson: 
"I'll tell you what our chances 
are after the race . . . but a 
chap doesn' t enter a race to 
come second, does he." 

Lieutenant Williams said: "I 
think our chanees are pretty 
good. We don't know who our 
main rivals wiU be, Jmt we are 
very interested in the boat that 
Bruce Dalling (of South 
Africa) is getting. I think its 

· rather smaller than our own." 
For nomrnl racing, including 

the Cape to Rio race, Ocean 
Spirit will carry a crew of 
about 14. When she sets out 
from Cape Town on Januacy 
14. She will have f>ive or six 
South Africans aboard, one 
man from Lourenco Marques, 
and the rest will be Britons. 
The South Africans will be 
selected on the recommenda
tion of Robin Knox Jfl'hnson's 
brother, Michael, who lives · in 
Durban. 

Oc ea n Sp'irit, 
Stormvogel a·nd the 
African ketch, Voortrekker, 
which came second in the 
s i ngle-handed transatlantic 
race, is designed by Hollander 
R1cus van de Stadt. 


