
Sleek? ... just wait till 
you see her sister! 

----'Mercuryr ~ ' · 
i....-.----Reporter ~'-'/ l)o 

SHE'S 13 metres (42ft.) of 
sheer, ocean-racing thorough· 
bred. She's the Nautilus, 
sister-ship of the !Uercury, 
t.11e Van de Stadt-designed 
sloop which will represent 
Natal In the international 
yacht 1·acing contest between 
Cape Town and Rio de 
.Janeiro seven months' 

time. 
And tl1e picture below 

shows exactly how the Mer· 
cury will look · when she ar· 
rives in Durban in August
except that her hull will be 
white With black trimmings, 
in the colours of the Pro
vince of Natal. 

'.l'he f1·ame of the se\•en-ton 

- . Mercury - only the third 
boat to be built to the new 
desiglll - is rapidly taking 
shape in a West Gennan 
boatyard. 

Yesterday, members of the 
Natal Ocean Racing Founda
t.ion, which is sponsoring tl,e 
yacht for a three-year period 
of international ocean racing, 
met the world-famous Dutch 
designer, Mr. E. G. van de 
Stadt, in Durban. 

They are (in the lower pie· 
ture), from left: Mr. R. Lam· 
bert, Mr. R. Nuttall, Mr. M. 
Thome, Mr. Van de Stadt, 
Mr. H. Boettcher and Mr. G. 
Neill, chairman of the Foun· 
datlon. 

Mr. Van .de Stadt said the 
Mercury's new keel and rud· 
der d~signs - the results of 
extensive tank-testing-should 
make the yacht very fast in 
all conditions of wind and sea. 
The ftrst two yachts built to 
this design had proved very 
satisfactory. 

What were Mercury's 
chances of winning the Rio 
race'? "She was designed for 
better· than· average speed 
down-wind,'' he said. "She 
should do very well in the 
trade winds between Cape 
ToWn and Rio with her 90 sq 
m (970 sq ft) of sail area." 

Tomorrow evening repre
sentatives from yacht clubs 
all over Natal will tra\•el to 
Durban to attend a dinner 
In Mr. Van de Stadt's honour, 
organised by the Natal Ocean 
Racing Fow1dation. 

On Thursday Mr. Van de 
Stadt will visit the Knysna 
boat-yard of Thesen Indus· 
tries (Pty.) Ltd., where an· 
other ocean racer of Mer
cury's design Is being built to 
celebrate the company's cen· 
tcnary year. 




