
Alec Rose radios wife: 
one can of beer left 
By Tony Geraghty 

AFTER AN anxious silence for 
21 days, a message was received 
yesterday from the lone yachts
man Alec Rose. His Lively Lady, 
battered by storms for the pas t 
two weeks, is running before a 
Force 8 ,e.,, 1., "' · ·• approaches the 
l£ ngtish Channel. 

The 5!:1-yea,-uJcl Portsmouth 
, greengroC"er who set out on July 

16 last year to sail around the 
world, now expecL to arrive 
home on Thursday after a voyage 
of 327 days-101 days longer than 
Sir Francis Chichester's time over 
the same route. 

\Vhere Rose was spotted after 21 days unsighted 

After he had sent a signal to a 
radio station, Alec Rose spoke to 
his w1£e through Land's End 
radio, at their greengrocery shop 
in Osborne Road, Portsmouth. 

" It was wonderfully exciting," 
said 55-year-ol<l Mrs Rose. "The 
phone ran° and Land's End radio 
connected us immediately. 

"Alec said, 'Hel lo dear. how 
are you '.' · just as if he had be~n 
away for a weekend cruise. 
S~un<lect very well. He said pe 

,,..., very fit and had haid a won
derful voyage from Australia. 

"I told him I was very excited 
to hear from him and sai ~I I was 
going to open a big bottl~ of 
champagne to celebrate. 'le said: 
'You're lucky. I've only 'lne .-!an 
of beer left on board, but I'll 
open th.at and drink to you 
darling.'" 

Throughout the search for her 
husband Mrs Rose refused to he 
ruffled. 1

" I've never lost any 
sleep," she said, "Alec is a good 

sailor and Lively Lady is a fine 
yacht." 

A the news of his telephone 
call spread rapidly in Ports
mouth flags were hung from 
windows in shops and houses. 

Anxiety was being felt for Rose 
after several clays of searching. 
A Norwegian motor vessel ha<l 
sent a formal report to Lloyd's on 
.June 8 that Rose's boat, the 
Live:y Lady, was about 400 miles 
ofT the Azores and 1,600 miles 
from Pol'tsmouth. The report was 
sent in response to a code flag 
hoisted by the yachtsma n. 

Apparently the Nqrwegian 
nolerl the Lively Lady's sail 
number, hut was not aw~re of its 
significa11ce, and there was no fur
ther exchange 

1
between them. 

Soon afterwards, while the 
spotlight of puhlicity was fixed 
on more accident-prone sailors 
taking part in the transatlantic 
race, Shackleton aircraft of RA F 
Coastal Command began a box 
search of Rose's probable 
approach route ; but there was 
no sign of him. 

At last, at 12.4.6 pm yesterday, 
--------------Valentia Island radio station, off 

the coast of Kerry, received a 
signal fl'om the Lively Lady 
then about 150 miles south-west 
of Land's Encl - and 350 miles 
south-west of Portsmouth. 

Almost at once Rose began 
transmitting to Land's End 
Radio. I-I e e n cl e d the Jong 
ilence with an orgy of conver

sation. More than an hour after 
he had first made contact he was 
~ill talking - to his wife 
1_7orothy and to business 
associates in Britain. 

He explained that he had been 
becalmed for several days off 
the Azores ; that he and his boat 
were in good shape, and that, if 
light winds persisted, he would 
not make hi s landfall before 
Thursday. 

Police at Portsmouth have 

made plans to deal with an ex
pected invasion of about 250,000 
people, and police reinforcements 
will be sent from parts of Hamp
shire. 

The Royal Navy, in "Operation 
Rose Hip," are planning to cope 
with an expected welcoming 
armada of 4,000 yachts in Spit
head. 

Meanwhile Cheers, a 50-foot 
catamaran skippered by American 
Tom Follett, became the third 
finisher yesterday in the 3 000-
mile Observer single-handed 'race 
from Plymouth. The 57-foot ketch, 
Sir Thomas Liptor. skippered by 
Geoffrey William~· was first with 
Bruce Dailing in the 50-foot ketch 
Voortrekker second 


