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WILLIAMS THE WINNER 
But where 
• 
IS Dailing? 

r 

AMERICAN IS 
COMING IN 

. NEWPORT, Rhode Island. - British teacher Mr. 
Geoffrey Williams, sailing Sir Thomas Lipton, was 
last night cleclared official winner of the trans
atlantic solo yacht race. 

Lieutenant·Colonel Jack Odling· mcc, senior organ
izing official for the race in :'.'lewport, said Williams had 
been declared the winner both for cro sing the finishing 
line first and on a corrected-time basis. 

· He said the result . was sub· 
ject t<> possible protest by 
some other competitor, "but I 
do not think this is likely". 

The 25 ·year· old geography 
teacher from Redruth, Corn
wall, officially completed the 
3,000 mile voyage at 8.29 a.m. 
S.A. time yesterday when he 
crossed the finishing line at 
the Brenton Reef light tower. 

After a day of co nfusing and 
conflicting reports about Voor
trekker's position in the single
handed race. there was still no 
sign of Dailing late last night, 
and it was apparent that he 

had been overtaken by the 
American catamaran Cheers, 
skippered by Tom Follett. 

Coast guards on the Nan
tucket light vessel said the 
40-ft. outrigger catamaran, 
Cheers, had passed the light· 
shlJ!, off Newport, about 5.30 
p.m. SA lime. 
. Two coastguard vessels were 
last night cruising in the vici'· 
nity of the Brenton Reef light 
tower waiting for Dalling. 

They believe Voortrekker·~ 
radio must have broken down 
as land stations could not raise 
him yesterday. 

Geoffrey Williams, first home in the transaUantl c race, celebrates his triumph with ehampagne. 
'GUIDED' BY 
COMPUTER 

Position Plctu.re by -radio a 
PENALTY RULE IS The last report from Dailing 

was received on Wednesday, 
when it waa eatimat.d he was 
about 80 miles behind Wll
liams. _At tll~ ) t.!e Williams 

mystery, 

says Mayor SHARPLY 
CRITICIZED 

Cape Times Correspondent 
PLY~IOUTH.-Mr. Sidney lUashiord, head shipwright 

a nd owner of the Plymouth boatyard which did exteo· 
sive work on both Voortrekker and Sir Thomas Lip· 
ton, yesterday spoke out against the r ule under which 
Geoffrey Williams incurred a 12-hour penalty. 

'Mr. Mashford, who was 'one of the ' ---
scrutineers, called the rule 
"stupid and unnecessary". 

He explained: "Sir Thomas Lip
ton had a suspected leak to be 
attended to and because of fall
ing tides the yacht could not 
be got off the slipway in time 
for the scrutiny. I made a 
strong protest to Captain Shaw, 
the secretary of the race 
organizers, and Colonel Odling 
Smeed, chairman of the scruti· 
neers, but they would not listen 
to me. 

' 'However, the rules must be 
obeyed. Williams is a very 
obstinate young man and be 
apparently decided to be awk· 
ward about it." 

Jllr. Mashford thinks the South 
African ketch is superbly 
designed but not particularly 
well built. and he is doubtful 
whether South African boat. 
builders will be able to cope 
with what is likely to be con· 
siderable world demand for 
yachts as a result of Voortrek
ker's excellent performance. 

THE TRIMARANS 
Referring to the future of the 

trimarans, which were beaten 
out of sight, Mr. Mashford 
said: "If it had been up to me 
I would not have let any of 
them start on safety grounds. 
The single-hulled yachts have 
proved their superiority, but 
when the trimarans have 
improved their designs they 
will surely be masters of the 
sea.,, 

Yesterday I took a sample opin· 
ion among yachtsmen from 
three clubs in the Plymouth 
.area. About four out of firn 
supported the ruling against 
Geoffrey Williams. 

~ a.111. 1tme 
yestel'day - officials hed 
Dailing was -about 60 ml es, or 
about 12 hours, away. 

There were no reports yes
terday a bout the progress and 
position of the other y.achts 
still in the race. 

Williams, meanwhile, was 
catching up on some much· 
needed sleep at a Newport 
hotel. He said he felt "per
fectly fine" in spite of only 
averaging about four hours' 
sleep a night during the 
voyage. 

He said the computer in 
London which relayed course 
directions daily proved "amaz
ingly accurate". 

Each day at 8 a.m. he radioed 
his speed, course and weather 
Information to London, ' where 
the statistics were fed into the 
computer. Officials radioed 
back its designation of the 
day's optimum course by 1 
a.m. 

"VOORTREKKER'S where· 
abouts are completely 

unknown to us," the Mayor of 
Newport, 'Mr. Fred Alofsin. 
said in a transatlantic tele· 
phone call to the Cape Times 
at 11.35 last night. 

He said that not a single 
report of Bruce Dallirtg's yacht 
in the past three days or more 
had been confirmed. 

"We can only say that the 
reports appear to be based on 
conjecture at this stage," Mr. 
Alofsiu went on. 

The American entry Cheers 
expected to tie up in Newport 
at 6 a.m. to-day. 

As the Mayor was speaking, 
he was lianded a message 
giving Cheers's position as 45 
miles out - after being 103 

L °'k f • miles off the coast at 6 p.m. 
I e a iry story yesterday. 
The Cape Times correspon- DOUBLE-CHECKED 

dent in New York reports that "We have checked and 
it was an elated Geoffrey Wil- double-checked the positions 
Iiams who stepped ashore at given of Voortrekker and can 
Newport yeterday not only the find no grounds to accept any 
first home in the third single- news as being confirmed." 
handed transatlantic race but He said there did not appear 
the new holder of the record any reason to be alarmed, as 
for the 2,880-mile crossing. the positions of other competi· 

Williams took less than 26 tors was "hazy". 
days for the Plymouth·to-New- "A lot of confusion has 
port passage as against Eric arisen as a result of claims 
Tabarly's 1965 record of 27 being made for Voortrekker 

.----------===== .... ====== .... ~--""'\~a.~;t's li ke 3 1 ry ltalf!rll!'.."<~tha~~d not be confirmed," 

SE. COND' TO FINISH ~~~~.11!~ ;011~!11:ur:,~1;vs ~ff~: h a~e~~a'iiei~r~ee:er~~P~~rt~~ 
1!st dTeini'i come true. I am entrants. 

( thrilled to bits." Every effort was being made 
Williams recalled ow his to establish the order of pro-

sailing instructions ed gress, Mr. Alofsin said. 
that he should pass sou 
Nantucket Island, not mention•·r-------------
ing Nantucket light, and how 
his radio navigation set en· 
abled him to pinpoint his posi· 
toin so exactly that he could 
save distance by crossing right 
over the Nantucket shoals. 

"It was incredible. l came 
right through the shoals in t~e 
night, in a chaos of white 
breaking water. It was only 12 
ft. deep and I was right in 

Continued on page 3, column 7 

" He was taking it fine, doctor, 
and tben the last few tense 
hours ·of will-Dalling-make-it· 
or-won't-he? suddenly knocked 

Tom Follett, pilot of the catamaran "Cheers": which was 
second to cross the finishing line at Newport m tbe trans· 

atlantic race. Report, page 15. 
Picture by courtesy of the Observt'f" . 

him for six." 

Furling the sails after 4,000 
miles at sea, Geoffrey Williams, 
25-year-old schoolmaster pilot 
of the 57-ft. Sir Thomas 
Lipton, tidies up bis 12-ton 
craft after arriving first at 
Newport Jn the single-handed 

DALLING'S 
PROGRESS 
DAY BY DAY 

transatlantic yacht race. 
Pic1ure by rodlc> 

• • • 
~ERE ·is Dailing? At the time of going to Press, 

the question could not be a nswered. 
Except for a few meaNges at the begin ning of the 

race, Dalling's r adio seem s to have failed completely. 
This is a summ ary of the reports which hne indicated 
his position: 

June 1: Voortrekker leaves Ply
mouth. 

June 3: Dailing reports that he 
is having trouble with his 
boom. 

(Voortrekker•s position is 
given as 45° 4' N, 59 ° 28' W.) 

According to Captain T. W. B. 
Shaw, secretary of the Royal 
Western Yacht Club, Voor
trekker is 50 miles behind Sir 
Thomas Lipton. 

June 26: According to a radio 
message, Voortrekker was 
dearly seen by Williams, in 
fog. This gave rise to the 
deduction that Voortrekker 
and Sir Thomas Lipton were 
neck and neck. 

Royal Canadian Air Force 
say that they have spotted Sir 
Thomas Lipton and Voortrek· 
ker, with Voortrekker 16 miles 
behind. 

June 27: Williams, crossing the 
winning line, says he thinks 
Voortrekker is BO miles 
behind. June 7: Voortrekker is "believed" 

by the race organizers to be--- ----- ---------------------- .J 
on the heels of the leaders. In 
a radio message, Dalling says 
he believes that he may be 60 
miles in the lead. 

J une 8: Voortrekker's position 
reported as 40° 40' N, 24° 
10' w. 

June 10: Race organizers report 
that Voortrekker, Sir Thomas 
Lipton and Raph Mare "are 
believed to be" practically 
level. 

June 11: Williams In a message 
to the Dcltlt1 Telegf'aph says 
he is " really worried " tba t 
Voortrekker might be leading. 

June 12: Baldock reports that 
attempts to make radio con· 
tact wi~h Dailing had failed. 
Williams reported that winds 
Jlad gone up to "100 miles an 
hour" and were then 32 to 
to 38 miles an hour. 

June 14: Bri t ish Post Office 
operators at Baldock say that 
they had heard Voortrekker 
call faintly: "It was definitely 
•him. A ship also head him." 

June 16: Voortrekker believed to 
be one of the yachts sighted 
by the pilot of an American 
aircraft. Dalling's sister says 
that she thinks that. by dead 
reckoning, he is 300 miles 
ahead. · 

June 17: Yachting experts say 
that they think that Dalling's 
failure to communicate is the 
result of a faulty radio. 

June 25: Royal Canadian Air 
Force reports that Sir Thomas 
Lipton is in the lead, with 

1 Voortrekker 60 miles astern. 

.. 


