
After the tiller a 
I 

true-life thriller 
77, Burg Street. 

I J T was worse than a gaggle of girls- that chattering in the te lex room 
as the messages of the transatlantic race ·finish poured in from 

America on the talkative machines . 1 But one going outward from Cape 
Town to New York may mea n a new career for Bruce Dailing. He co~I¢ 
become- an author .. . 

Minutes af ter the Sir Thomas 

Lipton crossed the line, ebul
lient Cape Town publisher 
Howard Timmins sai led in to 
rout out Dalling's address. In 
two clicks a telex message was 
off. and. just in case anything 
should happen to that flimsy 
sli p of pink paper in hurly 
hurly at the other end. a tele· 
gram as well. ' 

It read: BRUCE D,\LLING 
GOTHAM HOTEL FIFTH 
A VENUE 55TH STREET • 
NEW YORK. 

WHETHER YOU WIN 
LOSE OR DRAW I WOULD 
LIKE TO PUBLISH YOUR 
BOOK IN SOUTH AFRICA 
AND WILL PLACE OVER
SEAS RIGHTS ON YOUR 
BEHALF. 

e Wide appeal 
Mr. '.J.'immins tells me- and 

as a leading publi sher he has a 
well-trained nose for what the 
public likes to read (officially, 
,at any rate)-he is certain a 
book by Bruce would be a hit. 
The interest has been so 

!\Ir. Howard Timmins 

"incredible" it could sell up to 
8.000 or 10,000 copies-pretty 
astronomical for South Africa. 

Yachting yarns have proved 
their wide appeal, even among 
those who've never been to 
sea. For instance,. Frank 
Wightman's vivid account in 
"The Wind is Free" of his trip 
to the West Indies on his self-

built boat Wylo, was not only 
one of Howard Timmins's most 
successful publications, but, 
from a literary point o'f view, 
one of his three best. 

The two others are Professor . 
Schoeman's "Hunters of the 
Desert Land" and the account 
by the legless author Murrogh 
Nesbitt of the sanctuary for 
cripples he established. called 
"The Road to Avalon". 

Anyway, if Dailing is td pro
due any book at all he'll have 
to get cracking as soon as his 
last celebration hangover has 
faded away. Collecting photo

- 4'!-.t1&1.o.11 nd recording thoughts 
and impressions he didn't have 
time to write down on his tur
bulent voyage. 

e For Christmas 
An early start on the manu

script is vital if the 80,000-
word book - p r o v i s i o n -
a l I y entitled "Tbe Deep. Sea 
Beyond Me"-is to be in the 
publishers' hands by Septem
ber. and on the she lves for 
Christmas. 

Luckily Dalling is an eru
dite, methodical and academic 
fellow - a marvel at making 
neat lists. Like "I think this 
should be done ... " followed 
by 20 well-thought-out points. 

BRUCE DALLING, GOTHAM HOTEL, FIFTH AVENUE, 
SSth STREET, NEW YORK. 

\. 

WHETHER YOU WIN LOSE OR DRAW I WOULD 

. LIKE TO PVBLISH YOUR BOOK IN SOUTH AFRICA 
·-----"--

AND WILL PLACE OVERSE~~IGH=-~-~Y:iUR BEHALF. ~ 
HOWARD TIMMINS 1 

---

The telegram sent to Bruce Dalllng asking him to write 
a book for Howard Timmins. 

So it shouldn'~ be too ardu
ous to c o v e r the aspects 
Howard Timmins has in mind: 
the building of Voortrekker, 
the trip to England, the start 
of th _ race, experiences on the 
way and any narrow squeaks. 

All of which will make 
absorbing reading for deck
ciiair sunners sitting on the 
Sea Point beach within sight 
and sound of the lapping, 
placid Atlantic waters. 


