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Commander Tetley and his wife Evelyn in Victress : aiming for a record time 

TWO MORE ;lngl e· .n nded yachtsmen last week 
announced their intention to sail NON-STOP 1'.lound 
the world-the greatest remaining challenge of . the 
sea. This means there will be at least nine con
testants in the Sunday Times " Golden Globe " 
race. The two new starters are: 

Ex-Sergeant "CHAY" BLYTH, partne.r in 
Ridgway's transatlantic rowing feat, in a borrowed• 
sloop, Dytiscus III (left the Hamble on June 8) ; 

r 
ROBIN KNOX-JOHNSTON, in his Bombay-built 

32.ft. ketch Suhaili (left Falmouth on June 14). 
M. YVES W ALLERAND, of St. Tropez, who 

plans to arrive in Plymouth in his yacht La Gitana 
early in August. 

Besides Cmdr. Tetley and M. Wallerand1 the 
other fol}r _Ione yachtsmen so far known to be : 
competing in the race are: "Tahiti" Bill Howell, . 
now among the leaders in The Observer trans-

1
. 

atlantic race, in his catamaran Golden Cockerell; 
Loick Fougeron, in his cutter Captain Brown; I 
Bernard Moitessier, now on his way to England f 
from Toulon in his boat Joshua; and Cmdr. Bill 
Leslie King, in his turtleback Galway Bl.azer II. ' 

LT.-CMDR. NIGEL TETLEY, RN, who also plans 
to sail from Plymouth, a little later , in his 40ft. 
trimaran Victress. 

,Three contenders have already set off in the 
race. They are: 

CAPTAIN JOHN RIDGWAY, in his sloop English 
Rose IV (left Ireland on June ,J.); 

By Michael Moynihan 

A TAPE-RECORDING of Brahms 
Double Conc·erto fill ed the I'Oomy 
cabin of the trimaran Victres•s 
when I visited her at Plymouth. 
Then, at a tou ch of a switch, the 
music came floatin g down from a 

· loudspeaker above the helms
mans sea t. 

Lt Cdr Nigel Tetley, latest 
entrant in th e ·mday Times 

"Rouncl-the-Worl u ~ e. has been 
Jiving abroad th e imaran with 
hi·s youn g wife, Evelyn-6th 
form geography mistress at a 
private girls' school in Plymou th 
~since th ey married 18 months 
ago . 

The couple sha1 .. e a deep love 
of music, and the Commander, 
now looki ng for a spons·or, says 
'he can think of no-one more 
suitable than a music r ecording 
company. He wouldn't even mind 
being plugged as the "Around ' 
the World in 80 Symphonies " 
mariner. 

Cdr. Tetley, now Staff Officer 
(Mov-ements) to the C-in-C, Ply.-
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mouth, is due to retire from the 
Navy next February, at the age 
Of 45. 

He has two s·ons, aged 16 and 
14, by an ear1ier marriage and 
descrjbes himself as: South 
Africa n•born, educa ted at Marl
borough College, Dartmouth, 
" Special Entry ' in 1942, war
time s·ervice from the Atlantic to 
the East Indies , post•war service 
from the West Indies, Persian 
Gulf and Singapore to various 
UK appoi nfments. 

His sa'iling experience ranges 
from pre-war dinghy racing, via 

cutte·rs, whalers, s-Ioops and sam
pan, to hi·s purchase of Victress 
in 1962. 

" I've had this round-the-world 
idea at the back of my mind for 
years," h e, says. " I sup.pose i.t is 
a f.orm of escape-but to get at 
real values, to find a quieter 
frame of mine!, to get things out 
of your system. Though I wish 
now this was a two-handed race, 
s-o I could, take my wife." 

After his return-" not later/ 
than April. " he plans-they aim 
to start a new life, chartel'jng a 
bigger, more luxuriou·s trimaran, 
wi.th be!'ths for four pa•ssengers, 
in, the Caribbean. 
' Cdr. Te•tley's esitimiate of his 

own motivation is strictly matter: 
of-fact. " I'm not pro\ning myself 
or anything like that-I'm just 
out to put up the fastest time," 
he explained. " And ' I think a 
trimaran will have great ad
vantages. A goad s-table s·ea 
boa.t with a good averoage sp·eed. 
I've been comfortable in her ·in 
a Force 8 and done 200 miles in 
24 hour." 


