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Cape Times Correspondent · 
LONDON.-A large-scale search 
for missing yachtsman Joan de 
Kat continued yesterday as the 
18th day of the solo transatlantic 
yacht race drew to a close. The 
liner Empress of England, with 
more than 500 passengers on 
board, yesterday joined the 
search for De Kat, who is adrift 
on a liferaft following the break-

1 
up of his 50-ft. trimaran Yaksha. 

The 27-year-old French sea
scape artist has been adrift since 
he abandoned Yaksha at 8.50 .am. 
(SA time) on Tuesday. 

Weather conditions in the area 
are said to be improving and 
hopes are still high that De Kat 
will be found alive. 

Meantime, a position radioed 
by Noel Bevan, 49, the British 
electronics engineeer sailing 
Myth of Malham, suggests that 
the 40-ft. cutter has suddenly 
surged into the lead. 

WIND FRESHENS 
The position radioed. at 6 

p.m. on Tuesday, was 46° N, 51 ° 
W. However, race organizers said 
yesterday they had "some reser
vations" about its accuracy. 

The race's erstwhile supposed 
leader, Geoffrey Williams in the 
Sir Thomas Lipt'on, has been hav
ing trouble with the calms on 
Newfoundland's G d Banks. 
But in a radio-telepho call yes-
terday morning be said e winds 
had freshened to 15 knot enab· 
ling him to make good another 
157 miles towards Newport. 

Williams's position yesterday 
morning at eight o'clock was 
46° 21 ' N. , 51° 31' W. 

No news has been forthcom
ing from South Africa's Bruce 
Dalling in Voortrekker, or 
another of the leaders, the 60-ft. 
French yawl Raph, but recent 
positions of two other of the 29 
yachts believed to be still in the 
race are: 

Golden Cockerel, 43° 55 ' N., 
42 ° 50' W. at 4.30 p.m. on Tues, 
day. 

Gancla Girl, 44° 48' N., 40° 
40' W. at 9 a.m. yesterday. 
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