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Now; Chay Blyth sails on wOrld trip 
By Philip Norman 
QUIETLY, in a borrowed 
demonstration s'1,o·op and with a 
s·avage army haircut, Sergeant 
Chay Blyth left the Hamble, near 
Southampton, yesterday, to s·ail 
round the world, a week !Jehind 
Captain John Ridgway, with 
whom he rowed the Atlantic last 
year. 

For Blyth, in the 30rfoot 
Dytiscus III, it was a helter
skelter beginning to the Sunday 
Till)es Golden Globe race. Bis 
£5,000 turn-keeled fibreglass sloop 
has been lent by the Western 
Engineering Company and pro
posed in two hectic months. She 
has a powerful wireless and 
Hasler self-steering. 

He is 27, short, beefy, a maker 

of co ntinual harsh jokes. The 
only trace of sentimentality in his 
departure wa.s his flying of the 
blue and ·yellow colours of 
Hawick, Sctotland, his home town, 
because their annual festiva!l was 
on Friday. 

Blyth has a 10-month-old 
daughter, a young and pretty 
wife. How would a year of 
bachelorhood affect him? 

"But here it's all black and 
whi te, all survival. I'm not 
particularly found of the sea, it's 
just a question of survival. I 
may come back as queer as a nine 
bob note. But one clay St. Peter 
will say to me ' What did you do?' 
and I'll tell him. He'll say what 
did you do and you'll say 'I was 
a reporte r.' See?" 

There are now seven entrants 
for the £5,000 Sunday Times 
Rountl the World race. Lieut. 
Robin Knox-Johnston, Bernard 
l\lfoitessier, Commander Bi t 1 
Leslie King and Loick Fougeron 
are still preparing their boats. 
"Tahiti " B'ill Howell is racing his 
catamaran across the Atlantic in 
the Observer singlel:lanclecl race. 

The lead in the Observer race 
is being disputed by five yachts, 
·with Howell 's. boat the only cata
maran among them. The other 
leaders are: Frenchman Alain 
Gliksman in his 60-foot yawl 
Rap·h; Geoffrey Williams in Sir 
Thomas · Liµton; Lieut. Lesley 
Williams in Spirit of /Cutty Sark 
and South African Bruce Dalliing 
in Voo1·trekker. 


