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regardless, Bruce 
'GOOD LUCK' 
.MESSAGE 
FROM S.A. 

Cape Times Reporter 
T~E technical adv·iser of the Springbok Transatlantic 

Race Committee, Mr. Brian Lello, was at ti. ... lt'lll~ 
ing end of a steady stream of telephone eaUs at hi8 Burg 
Street office in Cape Town yesterday from people 
anxious to have an expert assessment of Bruce Dalling's 
chances after his mishap on Monday. 

Meanwhile, late yesterday a positions makes sense. The 
message was radioed to Da:ll- position given to-day for the 
ing from the committee and Sir Th o m a s Lipton, for 
trustees of the Voortrekker instance, is completely unreal· 
venture: "Bad luck, but carry istic." 
on regardless-now good luck Dalling would be able to 
to you." hear broadcast information 

After studying the latest about the progress being made 
reports from Dalling as he by other yachts on a powerful 
headed westward in Voortrek· receiver he had on board for 
ker in the single-handed trans- picking up daily weather sum
atlantic race Mr. Lello com- maries specially prepared for 
mented: "Th'} whole picture the competitors 
has changed from the rather 
unclear t>lie we had earlier in Not practical 
the day; · 

"As I see it, the main winch 
did nt>t seize. What had 
seized was the roller reefing 
on the gooseneck which couples 
the b6i>m to the mainmast." 
(See inset sketch, in the dia· 
gramt tic drawing of Voortrek· 

Mr. Lello said it was unf • 
tunate that the top e, 
Frenchman Eric Tabarly, had 
met with disaster so early in 
the race. 
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"But I have been convinced 
right from the outset that the 
untested Pen Duick IV with 
her '·way-out' features would 
have run into trouble of some 
sort anyway. 

VOORTREKKER'S SAIL 
PLAN: This diagrammatic 
drawing of the Voortrekker 
shows some of the sails that 
are being used at various Umes 
by Bruce Dailing as he heads 
west ln the transatlantic race. 
It also shows some of the 
essential parts of the ketch, 
Including the gooseneck coup
ling between the boom and the 
mainmast - enlarged, inset -
in which somethllig apparently 
broke when Dailing was strug• 
llinl to reef the mainsail on 

Monday. 
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ense strain 
" alling was probably strug

g to reef the mainsail at 
time and under the intense 

s rain of carrying too much 
ail something broke - pro
ab'ly the pin in the gooseneck 
oint. 

"If it was the pin, he could 
replace this wlth a. bolt1 !! 
screwdriver or anything sinu· 

----------------~lar." . 
One of the earllest tele· 

phone calls Mr. Lello received 
yesterday was j rom a direc· 
tor of an engineering fl.rm 
which had supplied a type of 
plastic epoxy putty to VooJ.·., 
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VOORTREKKER'S TRANSATLANTIC "TRAIL": This British Meteorological Oftlee photo· 
graph, with a yacht superimPoSed on it, gives a good Idea of what the seas were like when 
Bruce Dalllng ran Into dlftlcultles on Monday. It shows the appearance of the sea at Foree 7 
on the Beaufort Wind Seale. The wind-speed at Foree 7 Is between · 28 and 33 knots, and. 
acording to the Met. oftlce description: "Tile sea heaps up, and white foam from bnaklng 

waves begins to be blown ln streaks along the direction of the wind." 

trekker before she sailed from 
Cape Town for England. 

He pointed out that the 
putty - really an ellremely 
strong adhesive - bad a ten· 
sile strength of tqtee tons a 
square inch, and that it could 
be used by Dalllng to "weld" 
the broken gooseneck. 

Mr. Lello immedia.tely re· 
layed the information to Dal· 
ling by radio. 

Firm contact 
It was learnt in Cape T~wn 

yesterday that Dalhng had 
established fl.rm radio contact 
through B r i t a in and had 
booked a fixed time call daily 
at 5 p.m. GMT (6 p.m. South 
African time). 

Cape Town Radio is also try
ing to establish direct contact 
with the yacht as it comes 
out of the " shadow " of the 
land masses between Britain 
and South Africa. 

Mr. Lello said the Spring· 
bok Transatlantic Race Com
mittee was most grateful for 
the "incredible patience" of the 
Cape Town radio operators at 
Milnerton in keeping daily . 
appointments w i t h Dalling, 
which so far had been un· 
rewarding . in · that his trans
missions had not yet been 
picked up direct. 

Varying courses 
He pointed out yesterday 

that it would be extremely 
difficult to know how the 
yachts were placed in tl~e race 
till they began converging on 
the finishing point - Newport, 
Rhode Island, near New York 
City .. 

The reason for· this was that 
the yachts were heading across 
the Atlantic on varying 
courses. 

"So far, none of the details 
about the competing yachts' 

"Her mast, apart from any. 
thing else, is of a type never 
before attempted for sea-going . 
· "It is a complicated canti

'1ever structure, similar to that 
used by raclnt eataniU'Ulll on 
smooth water. 

"Early last year we made 
inquiries about the feasibility 
of using such a mast from 
Austin Farrar, the British 
expert. 

"He told us the concept was 
nowhere ·near practical yet for 
punishing sea conditions." 


