
Stormy first night'~, ... 
for transatlantic 

yachtsmen 
Cape Times Correspondent 

LONDON.-The single-handed transatlantic yacht race competitor Geoffrey Williams 
made the first of his exclusive ship·tO..shore telephone calls to the Daily Telegraph 
I! hours late yesterday morning, giving priority to navigating his 57-ft. yawl, Sir 
Thomas Lipton, past the Scillies. 

Halfway through the conver- force five breeze, 'already on 
sation, Williams broke off her great clrcle route to New-
momentarily when his boat port. 
was struck by a "terrific wave". A spok!!sman for the weather 

'Sailing through ' "rough ·bureau late yesterday after-
overfalls" with the 12-ton yacht 
"bouncing around a good deal" 
telephoning was obviously no 
easy matter. 

The lone sailor had had only 
1l hours' sleep and no break
fast and was feeling sea sick. 

He had spent the night fight
ing the Sir Thomas Lipton 
through the calms that made 
Saturday's 11 a.m. Plymouth 
start an easy crawl without 
incident, to the undoubted 
relief of the 35 competitors, 
race organizers and spectators. 

Just one hour after the start, 
the trophy-holder and favour
ite, Frenchman Eric Tabarly, 
.sailed his 65-ft. trimaran, Pen
duick IV, into the lead, but at 
6 p.m. the Sir Thomas Lipton, 
the Spirit of Cutty Sark, skip
pered by Les Williams, Austra
lian Bill Howell's catamaran 
Gol<Jen Cockerell · and several 
others were in pursuit as they 
eased over a glass-like sea. 

There has been no news of 
South African Bruce Dallfog's 
position since an early report 
that he was lying about 11th. 

JSEEF STROGANOFF . 
Geoffrey Williams spent the· . 

evening and most of Saturda-y 
night trimming sails, booming 
out his large ghoster jib and 
snatching a supper of beef 
stroganoff, presumably out of 
a tin. 

At 5 a.m. yesterday morning, 
Sir Thomas Lipton overhauled 
the sneaky Myth of Malham 
(Noel Bevan), and by 9.30 a.m., 
the time of the telephone call, 
had her smaller rival hulled 
.down astern. 

Sir Thomas Lipton was then 
three miles north of the Scil
lies, making seven to eight 
knots in a north north-we,st 

noon said conditions in the 
area within 100 miles west of 
Land's End were fair, with 
good visibility and fresh or 
moderate north-westerly winds. 


