
Foggy sta.rt suits me, says Bruce 
c :r. I• '• '1W 

Cape Times Correspondent 
PLYMOUTH.-Thick sea mist 
is expected this morning in the 
vicinity of Plymouth Sound 
for the start of the single
handed transatlantic race. 

T h e unexpected weather 
forecast presents new problems 
for the organizers, who are 
committed to a massed start in 
a fairly small area of Plymouth 
Sound. 

In the last transatlantic race, 
four years ago, when there 
were only half . the . .number of 
this year's starters, one of the 
spectator boats 'Collided with a 
competitor. · · · · · 

Many of the yachtsmen have 
said they will wait half an hour 
or more before crossing the 
starting line. 

And if there is fog to-day, 
it is possible that only a small 
proportion of the field will try 
to grab the lead. 
· Among these will certainly 
be Bruce Dalling, skipper of 
the South African Voortrekker. 

Bruce met the weather fore
cast news yesterday with a grin. 
"Dead reckoning right from the 
start," be declared. "That suits 
me fine." 

It shO!lld. Voortrekker has 
probably more equipm,ent tO 1 cope with, .bad' conditi'ons ·than 

any other boat in. the race. He 
is probably -one of the very few 
entries not concerned about 
the fog. · 

Yesterday mo r'n in g be 
recalled personal greetings 

telegrams from the Prime Mini
ster, Mr. Vorster, and from the 
Minister of Sport, Mr. Waring. 

Voortrekker will leave her 
moorings outside Millbay :pocks 
about an hour and a half before 
the race and stay forward of 
the starting line. 

Then his colleagues, Gordon 
Webb and Bobby Bongers, will 
disembark with a quarter of an 
bollr to go. 

Dailing plans to take Voor-

trekker into the correct terri
tory in the time for the start-

· ing gun. 
· There are 35 competitors 
from 10 different countries, 
mostly from B r i t a i n and 
France. 

Two more have not yet 
arrived and as th,ey haven't 
scratched they· are still 
expected.' They may start a 
c.Ouple or days after, (l}e· others. 

Eric Tabarly remains firm 
favourite at 3-1 :a11d Voor
trekker is about :fourth in the 
list at 12-1. 

. · The race ends at Newport, 
Rhode Island, and should last 
between three and four weeks. 


