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To cover 6,851 miles 1n 431 
sailing days is pretty 

good going by any sailing 
standards - Chichester's in· 
eluded. To do so wlth the 
only damage one broken 
bes.ring-nut pole and one 
front tooth adrift is little 
:short of miraculous. 

But that 1s the South Afrl· 
can ketch V oortrekker's 

. record for her shake-down 
voyage from Cape Town to 
Plymouth, a trip that has 
ra.ised eyebrows in yachting 
circles at the Devon Port 
where Voortrekker arrived 
quietly - almost unnoticed -
out of the mist, days before 
expected. Those circles, in
cluding Capt. Terence Shaw, 
secretary of Plymouth's Royal 
Western Yacht Oiub which 1s 
controlling next month's 
single - ·handed transatlantic 
ra.ce, are ready to admit that 
in tbe graceful !!Oft. ketch 
South Africa. haa a most im· 
pressive challenger. 

Incident 
The tooth. incidentally, 

belonged to Gordon Webb -
a crown molar that un· 
accountably fell out during 
the voyage and was hurriedly 
reftxed, gratis, by an under
"standtng Plymouth yachting 
dentist shortly after Voor
trekker arrived. The bearing· 
out Pole .for the :;pinnaker 
guy was broken in about the 
only 'ha.try' salllng incident 
of the voyage - and the 
only time that all three crew, 
skipper Bruce Dall1ng, Gor
don Webb and Bobby 
Bongers, had a. fight on their 
ha.nds. 

otherwlse, as Bruce Dailing 
told me as we sat looking at 
the charts and log 1n Voor
trekker's saloon, it was a com· 
paratively uneventftll voyage 
- apart from its speed, that 
IL 

· Performance 
When I met them at Ply

Jll()Uth, all three South Afri· 
cans could barely conceal their 
delight · and pride over the 
y a c h t ' s performance. The 
ftgures are impressive: 

Voortrekker averaged 158 
miles a da.y; 

Her best day's run was 220 
miles; 

Her worst, 83 miles. 
Admittedly the weather was 

kind, with very little calm t.o 
slow tnem and not too much 
sailing into the Wind. Only 
once did they encounter a. 
Force 8 blow: on one stretch 
Voortrekker carried full racini 
sail for nine continuous days; 
and they were able to use the 
self-st~!l~g- gear for nine clays. 

The journey was done in 
four stages, with breaks at 
St. Helena. Ascension and 
Horter - in the Azores - of 
four days, one day and seven 
days respectively. Dalll.ng's 
charts ef the voyage show how 
t rue and straight was Voor
trekker's course - 'almost like 
a mai.l8hip's plot.' he said. 

Voortrekker, with Bruce Dalling (third from the left) in Plymouth l\arbour. 

The ketch's speed at times 
surprised even these long. 
experienced sailors. Dalllng 
said: 'To stand on the poop 
when she was really going was 
quite an experience ·- almost 
frightening.' 

Here is the breakdown of 
the voyage: 

Cape Town to St. Helena -
1,718 miles - 10 days 21 hours. 

St. Helena to Ascension -
703 miles- 4 days 19 hours. 

Ascension to Azores - 3,150 
mlles-21 days 21 hours. 

Azores to Plymouth ..- 1,280 
· mlles-6 days 15 · hOurs. 

It was this last leg that im
pressed Plymouth yachtsmen 
most, and f!Xplalns why Voor
trekker's arrl-val caught every
one by surprise. The n 1 g h t 
before, Captain Shaw had 
told me that he expected the 
South Africans to take about 
nine days from the A z o r e s, 
given reasonable weather. 

In fact. Voortreklter aver
aged ~ght knots on tllis 
leg, With a. best day's run or 
213 miles and an average 
daily run of 192 miles. T h e 
chart course shows a d e a d 
straight line from the Azores 
until just otr Land's End. 

Perhaps it was Just as well 
they encountered no really 
bad weather, for conditions 
aboard were a little cramped. 
The yacht is not designed to 
accommodate three on a long 
voyage. It is essentially built 
for single-handed sailing with 
the Atlantic race in mind. 
However, all went well in the 
field of personal relationships. 
There were no personality 
clashes. 

. Experience 
The three nad not crewed 

together before, ~ut it would 
be hard to find three yachts
men in South A,!rica with a 
greater total experience. All 
three have their own yachts. 
Webo, an engineer, has also 
skipped the famous o c ea n 
racing keteh. Stonnvogel. 
Bongers is a former S o u t h 
African Flying Dutchman • 
class champion and a profes
sional boat-builder. It was 
pleasant to watch hlm busy
ing about the boat Rt Ply
mouth with a protessional's 
economy of movement, an eye 
for what wanted doing, and 
an obvious love of boating 
chores. 

Dalllng, chosen after much 
deliberatlon by the Springbok 
Ocean Racing Tl'ust Fund 
committee to ·sa.u Voortrekk.er 
in the Atlantic r a. c e, is a 
determined, dedlca.ted charac- ' 
ter - a Natal University 
graduate with an advei;1turous 
background, including a spell 
as an anti-terrorist fighter 1n 
~ya. . 

His 'sa111ng experience. has 
been concentre.ted into the last 
five years, and includes a tough 
solo voyage from Hong Kong 
to Durban. Last year he put 1n 
a sea.son's concentrated crew
ing in British race.s, witll his 
sights s et on an eventual 
chance or Sailing the trans• 
atlantic race. , · 

summing up, Dailing said: 
'The outstanding feature of 
the voyage was the lack of 
breakages or gear failure. 
There were only two moments 
of panic -'- the spinnaker Inci
dent, ~d when we lay off 
Plymouth 1n a busy shipping 
channel waiting for the !og 
to. lift. A submarine passed 
only 50 yards away and we 
wondered whether, after all 
those thonsands of miles. we 
were going to get run down 
on the last mile I You can bet 
we were all on watch then. 
But · Voortrekker did all we · 
asked her to do, and we 
couldn't wish for more.' 

Equipment 

'The equipment was sati!l
factory, although we feel there 
ls room for improvement here 
and there, and one or two 
little snags inevitably showed 
themselves and will have to be 
ironed out before the r.ace. 

Bruce Dailing gets his first sight of Plymouth from Voortrekker. 

Now th~ three have a busy 
preparation ahead of them !or 
the race starting on June 1, 
includj.ng a test or two out in 
Plymo~th Sound and final 
consultations · with Voortrek
ker's br1111ant Dutch de$1gner, 
Ricus van der Stadt. Then 
the three friends will split up 
- Dall1ng to face the Atlantic 
alone, the others to fiy back 
;o South Africa, no doubt to 
listen amdously to the rad.lo 
bulletinB Dallitlli hopes to 
send , •• 

" 


