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AT 11 a.m. on Satur-
day, June 1, up

wards of 30 yachts will 
cross the line off Ply
mouth Sound for the 
start of the loneliest 
and longest race in the 
world. 

Thousands will line 
the shore to see them 
go; some of the hun
dreds of the spectator 
craft will get in thei r 
way; light aircraft and 
helicopters will skim 
their masts, taking 
photographs. Then the 
competitors will be on 
their own for 3,000 
mites to New p ort, 
Rhode Island, across 
the steep At lantic 
stream, facing the haz
ards of .wind, storm, 
high seas, fog and ice. 

Competitors in the third 
single - handed transatlantic 
race sponsored by The 
Obterver newspaper come from 
ten countries. Their craft 
include single-hull yachts 
(monohulls), two-hulled yachts 
(catamarans) and three-hulled 
yach. ( trtmarans). Their 
rigs U vary from the Chinese 
junk ·and the Mediterranean 
Iateen to the conventional 
schooJJ,er, sloop, cutter and 
ketch. 

The first single-handed race 
was in 1960, and the man who 
conceiv!'d the idea was 
Lieutenant • Colonel H. G. 
"Blondie" Hasler, one of the 
two surviving "Cockleshell 
Heroes" of World War II. In 
December 1942 he led five two
man canoes up the Gironde to 
aUack enemy shipping in 
Bordeaux harbour. After four 
days' paddling by night and 
lying up by day, two of the 
canoes, including Hasler's, got 
through and blew up six ships. .. 

Hasler and his Number Two 
e s c a p e d overland through 
France and Spain. -

In 1948 Hasler was invalided 
out of the Royal Marines with 
a spinal complaint and began 
a new life as sailor and 
designer. Indeed he became 
obsessed with design, with the 
modification of conventional 
yachts '1:0 make them suitable 
for a fast, single - handed 
voyage. And 110 with Hasler as 
originator, The Observer as 
sponsors, and the R o y a 1 
Western Yacht Club of England 
as organizers, the first single· 
handed race across the Atlantic 
was held. . 

Five men started - and 
finished - in 1960 - Hasler 
in Jester, Francis Chichester 
in Gipsy Moth III, Dr. David 
Lewis in Cardinal Vertue, 
Valentine Howells in Eira and 
the Frenchman Jean Lacombe 
in Cap Horn. Chichester won 
easily in 47 days. Hasle1• 
followed him eight days later. 
then Lewis, Howells and 
Lacombe. 

For the second race in 1964 
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out. Sir Francis Chichester, 
after his great single•handed 
round-the-world voyage in 
Gipsy Moth IV last year, is not· 
competing. Nor is Hasler. He 
has married and sold ·his folk
boat Jester to Michael Richey. 
However, Richey has entered 
Je$ter for this year's race, so 
at least Hasler wi11 be there 
in spirit. 

Another certain French 
entry is Alain Gliksman, editor 
of France's most successful 
yachting magazine, NEPTUNE 
NAUTISME, in bis monohulled 
Alcatraz And two French 
trimarans, Yakcha and 
Aigrette, have been named as 
certainties though their crews 
are not known. 

But the first Frenchman 
with a firm •entry was Com
mandant Wacquet with his 
!rimaran Maitai. Wacquet, who 
is confident that he alone has 
solved the problems of tri
maran design, has a l s o 
designed a tri for the only 
woman entrant, Edith Bau
mann, an attractive 26-year
old Gen;nan girl from Aachen. 
She intends to take her dog 
to keep her company. .. 

The rules say nothing abQut 
animals. But each competitor 
must provide the organizers 
with evidence of a- proving 
voyage of 500 miles, solitary, 
before their entry is accepted. 

British entrants include a 
vicar from Donnington in the 
diocese of Chichester, the Rev. 
Stephen Pakenbam, fn his 
ketch Rob Roy; Geoffrey Wil
liams, in the huge 12-ton Sir 
Thoma$ Lipton; Lieutenant J. 
L. R Williams, R.N., lin the 
sloop The Spirit of Cutty Bark; 
Captain J. M. Ridgeway, the 
Atlantic rower, in his sloop 
English Rose IV; Colin Forbes. 
from the Westminster Bank, 
Poole, Dorset, in his 1trimaran 

loneliest race in five weeks 
Competitors must carry pro

visions to last 60 days. Rubber 
dinghies in case of disaster are 
requited. There hasn't been a 
disas~er yet: all competitors in 
the l'ast have made port, 
eventually, safe and sound. 
Most ·yachts will carry radio 
receivers. About 12 wilt also 
carry radio transmitters 
powerful enough to relay pro
gress to Britain and Europe. 

Popular foods for the voyage 
include whole cheeses, hams. 
eggs, salt bee'f, tinned stuff; 
red wine, beer in tins and 
bottles, and some times kegs. 

The yachtsmen get sleep 
when they can. Even the most 
experienced are often - like 
Nelson-seasick. And there's 
always something to repair. 
No boat gets across unscathed. 
The single-handed man must 
be more than competent in 
making minor - and some
times major-repairs. . 

there we.re 15 competitors. 
Lacombe dropped out, and the 
monohulls were challenged by 
two catamarans and a trimaran. 
But the dark horse was 
to be an unknown lieutenant 
serving in the French Navy, 
Eric Tabarly, His monohulled 
Pen Duick II was specially 
designed for the race and he 
won it in a canter, in the 
astonishing time of ZT days. 
Chichester, again in Gipsy 
Moth III, came second. 

''Tabarly," said The Obser
ver, "has beaten the British at 
their own game." And the 
French Press added, "We are 
guilty with all Frenchmen . of 
narrow chauvinism. Our 
British friends with their love 
of 'le fair play' have acclaimed 
the man without further 
thought .•• " 

Hasler's sole reading matter 
in that race was a year's issue 
of the New Yorker. When 

feeling very low he'd play his 
banjo-ukulele and improvise a 
song, "Meet Me To-night in 
Greenland". 

Chichester would dress for 
dinner ·and put on his blue 
velvet smoking jacket. They 
all try to keep on eating, no 
matter how ill they feel. "Must 
keep your strength up. A 
weak, exhausted, single-handed 
man would soon be dead." 

Chichester (like Hasler) 
was an indefatigable log
writer. He w o u 1 d write 
thousands of words, recordinK 
minute impressions of mood, 
details of diet, etc. Chichester 
in 1960: "I have not been in 
a wind like this at sea since 
being in a typhoon in the 
China Seas - in a steamer." 
"A good job you can't smell 
what's going on in mid-Atlan
tic. I'm having my aperitif: 
Gruyere cheese and garlic -
lashings of it." 

After the 1960 race Tabarly, 
who promptly was awarded the 
Legion of Honour ·by a deligh
ted General De Gaulle, built a 
new mono·hulled boat, Pen 
Duick III. He won the Fastnet 
in 1967 and in February this 
year, with a crew of seven, the 
gruelling Sydney-Hobart race. 
On his return to France he 
was received, for a second 
time, like a conquering hero 
and had lunch with the general 
at the Elys~e Palace. Even 
Jean-Claude Killy, triple gold 
medallist at the W i n t e r 
Olympics and another contem
porary French hero, failed to 
push Tabarly off the front 
pages of · the French Press. 

Since then Tabarly has c-0me' 
up with surprises. Early this 
year he revealed '1:hat he was 
building yet another boat for 
the third single-handed race. 
Pen Duick IV was to be a tri
maran. It is 20 metres long by 

two metres wlde and, with the 
ftoats, 'havin'g an overall 
length of 10.5 metres. No one 
thought it could be made 
ready (including trials) for 
June 1. Then last week Tabarly 
announced that' he will sail 
Pen Duick IV, though the 
earliest she will be ready is 
May 11, less than three weeks 
from the start At· the same 
time this Breton with the 
reputation for preferring the 
solitary life, announced his 
engagement to a beautiful 20-
year-old Asian girl, called 
simply Daniele. 

One thing is certain: though 
the other competj.tors may 
envy Tabarly his beautiful 
girl frien<J they will rejoice 
at the news of Pen Duick IV. 
An untried yacht, even in the 
hands of the favourite and a. 
great sailor to bOOt, leaves 
plenty . of r-0om for error. 

The "veterans" have dropped 

Startled Fawn: and Sandy 
Munro, the Scot from Inver
ness, in his catamaran Ocean 
Highlander. 

The Australian Bill Howell, 
who competed in the 1964 
race, will sail bis catamaran 
Golden Cockerel, sponsored by 
Courage the brewers. The 
South African Bruce Dalling 
in the . 50-foot monohulled 
Voortrekker is still at sea. 
heading for Plymouth. 

After the 1964 race, "Blon
die" Hasler, summing up, said 
modestly the trans-Atlantic 
contest was "~nly a small tri
butary to the main stream of 
yachting." Since then Sir Fran
cis Chichester, and now Alec 
Rose in his old converted life
boat Lively Lady, have shown 
that the single-handed trans
Atlantic sailor does not rest 
easy until he has conquered 
the world on his own. 

"OBSERVER" 


