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ItaUan~expert 
joins Team 
Shosholoza 
as helmsman 
and coach 
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TEAM Shosholoza has 
announced the appointment 
of a second crack Italian 
America 's Cup helmsman 
and match-racing coach just 
ahead of next week's start of 
the 2006 America's Cup class 
racing season in Valencia , 
Spain. 

Paolo Cian, 40, of Naples , 
joins the team as a helmsman 
and expert match-racing 
coach in a further effort to 
fast-track the skills of the 
South African newcomers to 
sailing's oldest and most pres
tigious contest. 

Cian was helmsman of the 
Mascalzone Latino America's 
Cup Challenger in the 2002/ 3 
edition of the America's Cup 
in Auckland, New Zealand. 

Clan, with his Italian 
match-racing team sponsored 
by Mercedes, ranks fifth on 
the international match-rac
ing circuit. An Italian 
Olympic , European and 
world champion in numerous 
classes, Cian launched his 
match-racing career in the 
Soling Olympic class. 

Said Cian: "It is great to be 
given another America's Cup 
opportunity. The second time 
is always different from the 
first , and with more experi
ence I think I can be more bal
anced, more cool. My goal is 
to be useful and contribute all 
my energy to this team." 

In April this year Team 
Shosholoza announced the 
appointment ofltalian Tom
maso Chieffi, 45, as a helms
man/ strategist and coach. 

Chieffi has been part of the 
afterguard of four previous 
America's Cup campaigns. 

Cian and Chieffi will share 
helming duties with Ian 
Ainslie, a three-times South 
African Olympic skipper. 

Ainslie was at the helm of 
Shosholoza RSA 83 in Tra
pani, Italy, last year when the 
team scored three match race 
victories and finished fifth 
overall in the fleet racing. 

Other world-class profes
sior.al yachtsmen with Amer
ica's Cup experience appoint
ed to the team this year as 
crew I coaches are Californian 
Dee Smith as tactician and 
Australian Brett Jones as 
trimmer. 

The team, though, remains 
over 80% South African . 
- Sapa 


