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MYRTLE RYAN 

INSPiRED by the dream of com
peting in the America's Cup 
Challenge 2007, hundreds of 
young men have applied for a 
place in the Shosholoza sailing 
team, South Africa's entry in 
the famous race. 

Among all . the brawn there 
are, so far, only three female 
applicants. One is from Italy, the 
other two from Cape Town, 
though one is currently based 
in Florida, United States. 

Some who have applied are 
far too old to make the team, but 
hope for shore jobs. One man 
even admits to having a throm
bosis in his leg, but his spirit is 
game. 

One applicant, from land
locked Botswana, wrote on his 
form: "I have been waiting for 
this opportunity to make a 
career shift to maritime sailing 
- it's bloody dry up here!" 

Former Durban man Clinton 
Wade-Lehman, 24, now living in 
Sydney, . Australia, is well 
known in South African yacht-

ing circles. He has junior and 
semor waZulu-Natal and 
South African colours for sail
ing; was Point Yacht Club 
Yachtsman of the Year in 1998; 
sailed in the Atlanta Olympics 
in 1996; and qualified for the 
Sydney Olympics in 2000. 

Another Durbanite, Shaun 
Pammenter, 24, is already 
smelling the salt and feeling the 
wind in his hair, though it's just 
in his dreams at this stage. He's 
rushed off an application and is 
waiting with bated breath to see 
whether he is accepted. 

Grinder 
"Even though I know I will 

spend a lot of time staring at my 
feet, I would love to participate," 
said Pammenter, referring to 
the fact that he's applied to be a 
"grinder", one of those who 
frantically whirl the handles 
which haul in the sails. 

"There will always be piano 
players and piano movers in 
sailing. I know I will be just a 
mover," he said. 

He hopes his time as lock with 

the Wildebeest (KwaZulu
Natal's B rugby team) and with 
Border's under-21 team will 
stand him in good stead. 

"Rugby is a team sport. If one 
guy does not pull his weight, the 
team is not going to make it. It's 
the same in sailing," said 
Pammenter. 

He's aware his chances could 
be very slim. 

Another Durban hopeful is 
Themba Mthethwa, 39, a mar
itime lawyer at the Justice 
Centre. He owns his own 
Bayliner, called Spirit of 
Isandlwana, and holds a yacht
hand certificate from the 
Durban Sailing Academy. 

Born in Gingindlovu, he says 
he hopes to play a part in rope 
handling "and just to sail". He 
joked that the far from smooth 
sailing he gets at the centre 
could help in the choppy waters 
of a competition of the Amer
ica's Cup calibre. 

The multitude of applications 
was the result of posters placed 
in local yacht clubs· and web
sites inviting people to join 

South Africa's maiden bid for 
the America's Cup, to be held in 
Valencia, Spain, in 2007. 

Di Meek, media liaison officer 
for Team Shosholoza, said a 
Johannesburg businessman is 
prepared to shelve his career 
plans; an avid armchair sailor 
from the Eastern Cape is ready 
to get down and dirty; and a 
Gauteng student is prepared to 
give up his whole life and do 
anything, even sweep the floors, 
if it means there is a chance of 
joining the team. 

Applications 
Applications have poure<;l-in, 

not just from every cmmer of 
South Africa, but also from 
Sweden, Canada, the United 
States, Australia, Italy, Britain 
and the Caribbean. 

Ages of applicants range 
from 17 to 55. Some have no sail
ing experience, while others 
have impressive CVs. 
·~ost all the applicants 

mention the African Dream as 
something they want to strive 
for," said Meek. 


