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Who~s who on the Shosholoza 
Helmsman from the Free State 
Ian Ainslie is one of three members of the SA 
America's Cup Challenge 2007 team who live in 
the False Bay area. The team will be training 
aboard a yacht called Shosholoza. 

Ainslie is one of South Africa's most accom
plished helmsmen, having represented South 
Africa in the Finn Class at three Olympics. 

He finished 18th at the Barcelona Olympics in 
1992, eighth in Atlanta in 1996 and 14th in Syd
ney in 2000. He was ranked in the top 10 in the 
world in the Finn Class from 1996 to 2000, when 
he campaigned full time in Europe and the Unit
ed States at World.Championship and Olympic 
Class regattas. 

He was part of a South African team which 
won the prestigious Nations Cup Match Racing 
World Championship in San Francisco in 1995. 

He has skippered two winning J22 World 
Championship campaigns (1997 and 2001) and 
won 15 South African National Championships 

in the Finn, Hunter, 126 and J22 classes. 
He has competed in five Lipton Challenge 

Cup regattas, two of which were on winning 
yachts - in 1997 as helmsman for Royal Cape 
Yacht Club and in 2002 as skipper and helms
man for Zeekoevlei Yacht Club. 

Ainslie also plays a pl votal role in the SA 
Amenca's Cup Challenge in his capacity as 
director of the Izivunguvungu MSC Foundation 
for Youth sail training school in Simon's Town. 

It is hoped the Foundation will produce at 
least seven development sailors who will be eli
gible for the SA America's Cup Challenge 2007. ~ 

Ainslie, 38, was born in Denysville in the Free 
State and started honing his world class sailing 
skills from the age of 12 on the Vaal Dam. 

He moved to Durban in his late teens, where 
he graduated from Durban University wi _,. a 
degree in mathematics and taught for eight 
years. 

From Skukuza to SAS Drakensoerg 
Handsome Matsane, whose home is five km 
from the Kruger National Park's Skukuza rest 
camp in Mpumalanga, was introduced to sailing 
just six years ago while doing an officer's course 
with the SA Navy in Gordon's Bay. 

But, he says, the sailing bug only really bit in 
November 2002, when he started crewing for 
internationally renowned SA solo sailor John 
Martin. 

As a member of Martin's crew aboard tne Fast 
42, MTU Fascination of Power, Matsane com
peted in the 2003 Cape to Rio race and was part 
of the delivery crew on the return trip. 

He then joined a Chilean Navy square-rigger 
for three months and sailed from Kiel in Ger

• Handsome Matsane (Simon's Town). many, to Portugal, Spain, Brazil, Argentina and 

around Cape Horn to Chile. 
Back in Cape Town, h~ hPJped Martin race 

MTU Fascination of Power to victory in tI1e ff9ut 
Bay Admirals Cup regatta. 

Next was Algoa Bay Race Week in Port Eliza
beth and the Royal Cape Yacht Club's annual 
Old Brown Sherry event in Table Bay. They fin 
ished third in both events. 

An officer on the SAN avy' s SAS Drakensberg 
and qualified bridge watch skipper, he will e 
resigning his position at the end of April to join 
the SA America's Cup Challenge 2007. 

Matsane, 25, joined the navy as a midshipman 
in 19$8. 

He has a BMil (BSc) degree from the Military 
Academy in Saldanha. 

Product of Simon's Town School 
At 18, Marcello Burricks is the youngest member 
of the SA America's Cup Challenge 2007 team 
appointed so far. 

He matriculated last year from Simon's Town 
High School, where one of his subjects was mar
itime studies. 

He only started sailing in 1999, but has 
already competed in five Lipton Challenge 
Cups, the first with a development team on JML 
in 1999 and subsequently as.crew for Mathew 

Mentz on the 126 MSC Donna Mia. 
He has also competed in most local offs e 

regaUas and was on the delivery crew of a Cape 
to Rio yacht returning from Rio in 2000. 

Highly motivated by sailing, Burricks has won 
two development regattas in Simon's Town and 
been both the most prominent and promising 
student at the Izivunguvungu MSC Foundatjgn 
for Youth sail training school tun by SA Olympic 
sailor Ian Ainslie in Simon's Town. 


