
Volvo yachts beat 
ocean pounding 
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SYDNEY: Illbruck won the sec
ond leg of the Volvo Ocean 
Race yesterday, sailing into 
Sydney Harbour 73 minutes 
ahead of SEB to repeat its open
i ng stage victory fro m 
Southampton to Cape Town. 

Illbruck's race had nearly 
ended after leaving Cape Town 
when the yacht started taking 
on water in 35-knot winds when 
an inspection port gave way 
under the pounding from heavy 
seas. 

"For two hours ·we weren't 
thinking about racing, we were 
surviving," said captain John 
Kostecki. "We were coming 
back to shore at one point but 
we managed to stop the leak." 

SEB - which led the fleet 
three days out from Sydney -
broke the 24-hour record for 
the race on November 20, clock
ing 460.4 miles. 

"It was crazy, fascinating, 
definitely dangerous and every
thing was on the edge," said 
skipper Gunnar Krantz. SEB 
was sixth on the first leg. 

New Zealand's Grant Dal
ton, skipper of Amer Sports 
One, needed medical checks on 
suspected broken ribs after his 
boat crossed in fifth place. 

Dalton fell heavily as the 
yacht battled a gale in the noto
riously rough Bass Strait off 

VICTORIOUS: Ge~n ~cht ~ck sails into Sv..ctiev Harbour to w in the second leg of the Volvo Ocean R~ yes1erQ_ay. Picture: AP southern Australia on Monday. 

Dalton, second in the first 
leg, told officials he was in the 
galley when he "was suddenly 
launched into space" and fell 
heavily against a stove. 

News Corporation , with 
British skipper Jez Fanstone 
at the helm, took her second 
successive third placing. 

German-backed Illbruck 
crossed the line in .front of the 
Sydney Opera House, taking 22 
da¥s, 13 hours, 22 minutes and 
26 seconds for the 6 550 mile leg. 

Amer Sports One had a 
rough r ide on the second leg, 
with crewman Keith Kilpatrick 
plucked from the yacht off Aus
tralia's southwest coast a week 
ago after he fell seriously ill 
with a Llocked intestine. He 
was later given a clean bill of 
health. 

Assa Abloy crossed the line 
after dark in sixth place after 
making a costly error at the 
entrance to the Bass Strait. 
Amer Sports Too is expected 
to finish tomorrbw evening 
while Tyco was forced to retire 
and came last on the leg. 

Tyco, fourth on the first leg, 
suffered a broken rudder on 
November 14 while leading the 
fleet and took six days to limp 
back to port in South Africa. 

The third leg to Auckland 
starts on December 26 . -
Reuters 


