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•The junior cadets board the BP Explorer at the V&A Waterfront on Tuesday last week. 

Yachting cadets meet challenge 
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Tienty young cadets from Aloe, Grassy Park, 
South Peninsula and Islarnia high schools were 
given the rare opportunity to sail on the yacht 

BP Explorer--' taking part in the BT (British Telecom) 
Global Challenge. They went on a short trip around 
the bay. 

• Mild seasickness dampened the three-hour journey 
for some, but most say they enjoyed the trip. 

Athalia Rossouw, a Grade 11 learner at Grassy 
...P~kHigh, said she was delighted at being able to 

ilot the yacht - even if for a short time. Athalia was 
given the special privilege of turning the boat around 
when the wind changed. She said that steering the 
boat took her mind off the swaying motion and it was 
only after she left the wheel that her stomach started 
Wting in rhythm to the boat. 

The mild nausea didn't ruin the trip entirely 
though and when Athalia was asked if the seasick
ness had put her off sailing she replied: "That was 
part of the experience." 

Rafieka Sasman of South Peninsula said she found 
her first yacht experience "exciting". The highlight of 
her trip was steering the boat. She said she didn't find 
Changing or pulling up the sails too difficult but it did 
take a lot of strength. 

Delmaine Hodson of Grassy Park High said 
pulling down the sails was hard work but he enjoyed 
the trip. 
' The hard work didn't bother Olivia Adams of 
Grassy Park High. She said that the beautiful view of 
the horizon took her mind off everything, including 
the seasickness. 

Irshaad Sedick ofSouth Peninsula said it excited 
him to be on a boat that had been around the world. 
Irshaan says he also learned some valuable lessons 
about team work. "You are working in a team with 
people you've just met," he said. "You can't make a 
mess of it.'' 

deepened their interest in sailing. Some even say that 
they are now thinking of following a career at sea. . 

The BT Global Challenge is dubbed the toughest 
. yacht race in the world because the yachts sail against 

the currents. Having started at Southampton, Eng
land on September 10 last year, they are sailing all the 
way around the world. 

At each of the six ports of call - Boston, Buenos 
Aires, Wellington, Sydney, Cape Town and La 
Rochelle - BP has host~d a community outreach pro
gramme. In Cape Town, BP approached the Royal 
Cape Yacht Club (RCYC) and found that the club had 
initiated a schools' programme in which learners are 
sent to the academy for sailing training. 

BP launched a competition which comprised two 
parts. Part one required the learners to write an essay 
about what problems they felt were facing their com
munities, as well as suggesting solutions. From the 70 
essays submitted, 20 learners were chosen to do the 
yacht trip. 

Six learners made it to the finals of the competition. 
They are Nadia Arendse of Aloe High, Olivia Adams 
of Grassy Park High, Tasneem Adam from Grassy 
Park High, Moegsien Schroeder of Islamia, Gadija 
Ebrahim and Saiqa Salie of South Peninsula. The 
six finalists all received CD players to the value of 
R1200. 

The winner, Olivia Adams, will represent South 
Africa in a two-week trip to· London in August. She 
will also nominate a charity of her choice to which BP 
will donate R12 000. 

Part two of the challenge saw learners tracking the 
BP Explorer between Monday April 2 and Friday 
April 6. It was won by Aloe High learners who were 
closest to the yacht's position. 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu performed a special 
blessing of the waves ceremony on Sunday before the 
yachts sailed from Cape Town on the penultimate leg 
of their journey- to La Rochelle in France. 


