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WHILE competitors in the BT Global Challenge yacht 
race are preparing to ship out of Cape Town this 
weekend, a lone yachtsman is fighting the elements 
and the clock in a bid to catch up with them. 

Wilfried Erdmann, 61, from Hamburg in Germany 
is sailing solo non-stop around the world and, like the 
competitors in the race, is doing so against the pre
vailing winds and currents. 

He set sail from Cuiks Haven, an estuary on 
the river Elbe, on August 14 and is now off the coast 
of Port Elizabeth, about 315 nautical miles from 
Cape Town. 

Although not in the race, Erdmannis hoping to 
catch up with the BT challengers. 

Martin Muth, editor of the German magazine 
Yacht, who has been monitoring Erdmann's progress, 
is in Cape Town hoping to get pictures of him round
ing the Cape. 

"This is the Mount Everest of sailing. This course 
demands that you round all the capes which include 
Cape Horn, Cape of New Zealand and the Cape of 
Good Hope. 

"When I spoke to him on Wednesday he was very 
depressed. The storm off your coast last week set him 

back. He was hoping to behere earlier. 
"Before leaving Germany he had the schedule of 

when the yachts competing in the BT Global Chal
lenge would restart. 

"One of his goals is to meet up with one of the 
12 yachts on the open sea. This is the perfect 
opportunity for him to do so because they are sailing 
the same course. 

"He must try to get here by Monday at the latest if 
he has any chance," said Muth. 

Muth described Erdmann as "the loneliest man 
in the world" because "he has not seen anyone for 
269days". 

He said this was Erdmann's second non-stop solo 
circumnavigation in 15 years on the same yacht, Kat
tene Nui, a 10.6 metre aluminium sloop. 

He had also sailed around the world twice with the 
winds and currents and with crew. 

"The Kattene Nui is a pretty basic boat with no 
motor, no electricity and no fridge. 

"He has a satellite telephone on board, but uses it 
very sparingly. The first time he went around the 
world, he did so in a vessel only eight metres long, but 
nobody in Germany believed him at the time, simply 
because he did not keep a logbook that documented 
his experiences at sea," said Muth. 


