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Perfect start competitors in the BT Global Challenge m 

Boris Wehbe~ sn"eaki"Cou ulds ahea 
·~·~· ··· -rl-:r.h-,-..-:r . 
S:rAFF REPORTER , . . tt-n ~ ~ ., ' 

Springbok sailor Boris Webber, ski.pp- : 
amg Courtaulds, delighted his home 
crowd when he·stole the lead at the 
~~ of the Atlantic leg of the BT 
Global Challenge in blustery Table Bay. 

Courtaulds was across the line in yes
t~rday' s start just seconds after Nuclear 

El~tric and Ocean Rover: , 
s the fleet powered dos~ inshore past 

th~crowds on the Waterfront to Mouille· 
Po tin thi:rstiff30 knot breeze en route to 
B ton, Borisjockeyed·Courtaulds into pos
iti to round the first mar)<. nicely ahead of 
hi ompetitors to take a clear lOOm lead. 

ut for an agonisiµg 10 minutes; the 
Cljl!enge fleet came to a-halt, caught in the 

· d shadow of the mountain, ·Courtaulds, 

th spinnaker hoisted ready to use the 
b~ze clearly visible further out, was also 
sttlled. 

The local entry lost its early advantage 
en, just 20m away, Heath Insured 11 
naged to keep going to steal past and 
the first to get clear of the hectic flotilla 

oi.;ape yachts and spectat.()r boats. 
But perhaps the most memorable 
ment of the day came from an ebullient 

Bless these boats: and all wh<>sall In them. Archbishop Desmoml Tutu co11d_uc,!S tne ~l-~119.¢.Jh,e W~v~ ~ITJ<ID,Y ,, ty • ' • ,, t' "' "" ' . • ,. " J' .. ~ .; '" " "' ":. • \ • 1 . "', • ._._ ' ~ ·~·" ''. ·< ~ ,,, . ·~ " .,,... " 

as ·GlolJ.al Ch8118nt'e· fl@et sets off,",. : 
5

hbishop Desmond TQ.tu, iii a Blessing . 
the Waves ceremony·at the-Waterfront 

1 ore the fleet set out. . . ·_ · · :: : . :. · 
It was only the.advent of anew South . 

~ca, he said, whicfrbad finally allowed ~ 
him and South AfriaJt:!) ~e part properly 
Jn the event. His eloqµettt s"er.viCtfleft: the , 

1tsmen visibly moW«. , _ · ~ .. v • • •• 

After the two Southe(p Ocean Jegs, the . 
000 mile leg to Bosto:n:tc;mld_well prove ·: 

.. 
the toughest tactically, and one where 
GroupA,:wi.nl)e,r. QC.three.of.the four legs.to 
date a1,14 With~,PY.erall-24 hour lead, could._ 
easil~ tose her top placing. The boats face 
po.tentially 'ficJd~ .winils .o,ff the South· 
Africiih~tbe.!ot:eJhey.skltt the shifting 
South Atlantic1li@, 1:0 ca~ the south-ea&f 
trades.to ne&:tli~ equator. .. · .. , • 

' 'Sp~akingvia Cape .. ToW11 Radio early. 
today, .tlt'e slfi'P.1>.er pf.Global Teamwork _ 

; .... - ... . ~ _,,, __ ... , .... .I.-~· ..... . . 

Merfyn Owen.said his yacht and the ~ta: 
others in the lead had benefited by staymg0 L 
close. to the coast and were enjoying a 20-°m 
knot breeze that .was speeding them o~ 
their way and none of the caJmS.that they 
had expected up the South AfricariWest0 3 
Coast were as yet making an appearance. l 

• Yesterda.$'.evening Nuclear Electric6~{ 
headed the.fleet aheaclof Global.TeamworIPI 
and 'Courtalilds Ihteniational. ... 


