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IRON LADY: Cape Point lived up to its stormy reputation with five-metre swells yesterday as lbne British yachtswoman 
Samantha Brewster', 29, bidding to become t,he fi rst woman to sail around the world non-stop from West to East, rounded 
the famous landmark on her 20,4m steel cutter, Heath Insured. · • · PICTURE: ALAN -TAYLOR 
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Point in solo record bid 
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DALE GRANGER 

ROUNDING Cape Point yesterday was the 
greatest moment of sailing in 125 days for 
British yachtswoman Samantha Brewster, 
who is bidding to become the first woman 
to circumnavigate the world non-stop the 
"wrong way" -from West to East. 

After 11 000 miles through the treach
erous Southern Ocean, sailing against pre
vailing wind and currents, Cape Point 
lived up to its stormy reputation with 
five-metre swells as Brewster rounded on 
'the 20,4m Heath Insured. 

She now sails north into the warmer 
and kinder Atlantic, but is down to her last . 
tank of fuel and is restricted to no music or 
radio communication. 

To conserve power she is also steering 
by day, not using autohelm, and heaves to 
at night tG sleep. 

She se.t sail from Southampton last 
October but was forced to call in at Santos, 
Brazil, for repairs to her rigging in Decem
ber. The World Record Speed Sailing Coun
cil later agreed to ratify her new attempt 
from Santos to Santos provided she com
pletes 21 600 miles - which will take her 
nort~ off the coast of Spain before she 
heads south-west for South America. 

Her worst moment at sea came when 
she was forced to take down her mainsail 
for repairs in huge seas, and for two days 
sustained sail damage in ferocious winds. 

She has about 200 days left at sea to 
complete the voyage. 
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