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"'2..1'/.(/t't"f.') By DALE GRANGER -r•H~ 
ANGRY Royal Cape Yacht Club yachtsmen 
are demanding a massive clean-up in Table 
Bay after one of the worst ever oil spills 
caused hundreds of thousands of rands worth 
of damage to their yachts. 

In a pollution spill from a "mystery source" which 
Royal Cape Yacht Club Commodore Mr Dave 
Abromowitz has described as "the worst in years", 
more than 30 yachts moored at the Elliot Basin have 
been smothered in oil up to their gunwales. 

Most--of the affected yachts will have to be hauled 
out, scraped down and repainted. 

Yachstmen estimate damage at around R500 000. 
The harbour has come under heavy fire from 

international yachtsmen in the past, endangering 
Cape Town as a stop-over for international races. 

In January world famous racing yachtsmen Robin 
Knox-Johnson of Britain and Peter Blake of New 
Zealand slammed Table Bay for being one of the 
"filthiest" harbours in the world. 

The two said unless the problem was solved the 
Whitbread race would not visit Cape Town. 

Spill out at sea 
The BOC racing fleet also heavily eriticised condi

tions in the basin. 
A Portnet spokesman said yesterday they were 

unaware of who was responsible for the pollution, 
which was swept into the harbour by strong north
westerly winds on Monday, but they suspected there 
had been an oil spill out at sea in Granger Bay. 

Among the more than 30 yachts affected were the 
top IMS racing yachts Thunderchild and Wizard. 

J an Reuvers, skipper of Wizard, said the boat had 
only been put back in the water on Sunday after 
being sprayed for next weekend's Portuguese Day 
155-mile race, but it was not "out of the question" 
that she would sail the race. 

"I was horrified to discover what had happened 
on Monday. She will have to come out of the water 
and be sanded and sprayed and mooring lines and 
fenders will have to be replaced which could cost 
up to R20 000," Reuvers said. 

" It's such a small harbour and they can't even 
keep it clean. Durban harbour is 10 times bigger 
with so many more boats and it's 10 times cleaner," 
he added. 


