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· Ian keei .. ha led as Rob takes the crown 
CONTROVERSY surrounds 
the J22 national 
championships which finished 
off Durban this week. 

The overall winner, Ian 
Ainslie of Point Yacht Club, 
was protested out of every 
race because of a modification 
to his keel which disqualified 
him completely. . 

This modification involved 
moving the keel about lOcm 
forward to give better pointing 
ability but the protest - which 
was levelled before the 
regatta by Cape Town's Dave 
Hudson - and the subsequent 
ruling outlawed this, move. 

The problem now appears to 
be the foreign yachts - due to 
arrive shortly for the NCS J22 
Internationals in July - which 
apparently all have moved 
keels.· 

Ainslie has appealed the 
ruling to the South African 
Yacht Racing Association 
appeals committee for 
clarification and their decision 
will be awaited with 
considerable interest. 

The revised result list after 
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At 
very pleased, especially as I'm 
only the second 
English-speaker ever accpted 

Thn for the race. 
~ "This is the only 

single-handed race in the 

Hnlm ·world which uses one-design 
~ yachts and the committee 

Norman 
Sheriff 

a par~icularly hard~fought 
series gives the regatta to Rob 
de Vlieg of Pretoria with Pete 
Shaw of Cape Town second 
and Phillip Baum of Aeolians 
third. 

D D D 
ROUND-the-world yachtsman 
Ant Steward is tacking back 
into the news again after being 
selected to compete in the 
annual Figaro Single-handed 
Race. 

An excited Steward called 
from his home in Pctrt 
Elizabeth this week to say: 
"There were 82 appEicants and 
only 32 acceptances, so I'm 

have promised me last year's 
winning yacht at a cost of 
R55 000. Altogether though, I 
need about Rl80 000 for the 
entire campaign, so I'm 
looking for a sponsor at the 
moment." 

The race, sponsored by the 
well-known French 
newspaper, starts in France in 
August and consists of four 
legs to Spain and Ireland. 

The month-long event is 
never short of drama. Last 
year five yachts were 
dismasted during a 
particularly rough crossing of 
the Bay of Biscay. 

The type of one-design yacht 
used is the Beneteau Figaro, a 
30-foot monohull specially 
designed and rigged for 
single-handling. 

THE British Steel Challenge 
round the world race finished 
in Southampton this weekend 
with overall victory in the 
28 000-nautical mile race going 
to Nuclear Electric skippered 
by John Chittenden. 

After eight months at sea 
Nuclear Electric beat her 
nearest rival, Group 4 
Security, by just one hour and 
10 minutes. 
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CONSIDERING the turbulent 
political waters this country is 
sailing at the moment, it 
seems rather appropriate to 
recount an appealing variation· 
of one of the most hackneyed 
phrases on this troubled 
continent in recent times -
One Man, One Vote. 

A colleague was at boating 
paradise Knysna recently 
where he ~aw the bumper 
sticker to beat them all - One 
Man, One Boat. 

And so say all of us! 


