
PURE OPTIMISM . . . Point Yacht Club's junior Optimist sailors prepare to launch from Vetch's Pier for a training race prior 
. to their world championship selection regatta at the end of this month 
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Derek confident as J22 countdown begins 
THE countdown to the NCS 
J22 Internationals has begun 
with several local yachtsmen 
starting their run-up . 
campaigns. 

Latest entry for the regatta, 
scheduled for July 12-16 
offshore from Durban, is 
Derek Warne who will be 
skippering IGI Insurance with 
his crew of Mark Hawksworth, 
Richard Pearson and Andrew 
Willington. It's unusual to have 
four instead of the normal 
three on a J22 but as Warne 
pointed out this week: "We still 
come in under the crew 
maximum weight of 275kg and 
sailing four-up will certainly 
not be a disadvantage with the 
boat being no slower." 

Warne, who h!lS Natal 
colours for sailing, is confident 
of his chances in the regatta 
but sees Durban's Ian Ainslie 
and Craig Millar as his biggest 
local rivals. 

"Ainslie with the 
Lion-Cachet brothers has put 
together one of the most . 
professional campaigns of any 
of the competitors," said 
Warne, "and Millar won the 
Natals last year but in a fleet 
like this and with the calibre 
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of yachtsmen expected, 
anything can happen." 

Meanwhile the 
Johannesburg builder of the 
J22, Manuel Mendes, has just 
returned from an overseas trip 
with the news that at least 15 
international yachts will be 
competing. These are made 
up, so far, of six from , 
America, four from Holland, 

. two from Germany and one 
each from Jamaica, Portugal 
and Greece. 

The yankee contingent 
includes Steve Ulianand and 
Charlie Ogletree, both former 
J22 world champions as well 
as Chip Carpenter, the 
international chairman of the 
class. 

The run-up to the J22 
Internationals starts with the 
National championships at the 

end of this month and the NCS 
Regatta in July. 

DD D 
AN Indian Ocean race which 
will finish in Durban in 
September 1994 is on the 
cards, says Point Yacht Club 
commodore Don Shaw. 

This follows the previous 
very successful Crystie 
Beachcomber Crossings from 
Mauritius to Durban and the 
recent Rothmans Rio race. 

"The interest in medium and 
long distance races is 
exceptionally high," said Shaw, 
"and the club have been 
inundated with enquiries from 
yachtsmen nationwide · 
requesting another Indian 
Ocean race. 

"It is a short, sharp 
1 600-nautical mile sprint race, 
with a variety of weather and 
sailing conditions to make it 
an exceptional challenge. 
September is the best time to 
race from the Indian Ocean 
Islands to South Africa. Point 
Yacht Club have already 
started planning, and are 
currently looking for an 
overall sponsor for the event. 

"After the tremendous 
public interest and media 

support in the Rothmans Rio 
race, we hope to secure a 
sponsor soon," said Shaw. 

DOD 
CREWMAN Bill Vincent has 
been lost overboard from the 
yacht Heath Insured while 
competing in the British Steel 
Challenge round the world 
race. 

In a raio message from the 
South African-connected yacht 
Coopers & Lybrand, skipper 
Vivien Cherry said: "Heath 
Insured was off the West 
African coast and sailing 
downwind in about nine knots 
when Vincent fell overboard. 
The crew immediately 
dropped the spinnaker and 
went into man overboard drill 
with the yacht Interspray 
assisting. But after 18 hours 
the search was called off." 

DOD 
OVERHEARD on the radio 
during the recent Wilbur Ellis 
Da Gama Race. A yacht, 
which will remain nameless, 
talking to the 'eye in the sky' 
communications aircraft: "Our 
ET A in Durban is Friday 
night. Please call our wives 
and tell them we'll be back on 
Tuesday!" 


