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SAN DIEGO-As he celebrated his 
America'.s Cup victory, Bill Koch 
admitted he used frogmen to spy on 
other boats' keels, and said the Ital
ians "and every other syndicate 
worth its salt here" did the same. 

"I guess we're not worth our salt," 
said Italy's American skipper Paul 
Cayard. 

"I can guarar.tee you we never 
hired anybody, nor did anyone from 
11 Moro di Venezia go scuba-diving . 
in the vicinity of anybody's yacht. I 
can guarantee you that." 

"He's riot telling it as it is," Koch 
told Reuters after the post-race 
news conference. "We have evi
dence they did." 

Both Koch and Cayard agreed se
curity levels should be brought 
down. 

"But the reality is this is a techno
logical game as much as a sailing 
race," Cayard said. 

"Technological advan~age trans
lates into boat speed." 

Koch said' he had alreac;iy~recom
mended to the San Diego Yacht 
Club that new rules should stop 
syndicates hiding their 'boat-bot
toms beneath "skirts" , and that 
they should all share c~mmon 
space, so that hiding secre1*; would 
be much harder. 

"I must tell you this spyjng and 
this guarding, espionage ana count
er-espionage is expensive' and it 
throws a black mark on sailing. I 
am personally against it." 

Koch astonished many when he 
announced that his famous "spy
boat" Guzzini, was actu!illy a dum
my. "We only had photographic and 
weather instruments aboard. It 
kind of took the heat off our other 

. programme."' 
San Diego-f\m~tif,la3 skipper Bill Koch holds the Americ.a's Cup Koch1s ·superfast racing machine 
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Venezia on Saturday to win the series. di Venezia 4-1 with its third straight 
victory on Saturday. It led all the 
-'"~ .. for_a.44-second win. -

"This is a triumph Jor America 
and American technology and 
American team\V€>rk," said Koch, 
the milliona,ite· presidept and 
backup skipper of America3 (Amer-
ica Cubed). '{We've got an All
American team here. We 're so 
proud of it." ·· 

"They did a very nice job design
ing' that boat," said Oayard, a San 
Francisco native. "We got beat by a , 
better boat! and a better team, and 
it wasn't lik~ it came dowq to the 
seventh race. It was a pretty con
vincing win.' '> 

It made America's domination of 
the Cup even more co;ijvjncing. 

A us boat won for the 28th time 
in 29 competitions starttng in 1851 
when the schooner America beat 15 
British competitors on a 85 km race 
around the Isle of Wight. 

The San Diego Yacht Club, which 
has had fue Cup since Stars and 
Stripes won it in 1987, is expected 
to hold the next defence in 1995 off 
San Diego. 

Koch's bucks-and-bytes approach 
produced a narrow, white-hulled 
boat with a red-and-blue eagle on 
the side, and innovative sails above. 
His campaign spent an estimated 
R180 million, much of it on comput
er-based research that constantly 
improved the boat. 

Primary helmsman Buddy Melges 
knew for a while it could win the 
Cup. 

"I've been thinking that for at 
least two months when we were ex
periencing how fast this boat is and 
what her potential really was," he 
said. 

Koch; who has three chemical en
gineermg degrees from the Massa
chusetts Institute of Technology, 
said the boat was changed before 
the finals for lighter winds, in the 
seven-knot range. But they were 
stronger throughout the finals. -
(Sapa-Reuter) 




