
' Plotting the course of solo round-the-world sailor Anthony Steward is Port Elizabeth's Sue Middleton, his 
fiancee. Anthony is on the last - · and most dangerous - lap of his epic voyage around the world . 

Lone sailor in 
~h with his 

PE sweetheart 
By JACK DEWES 

ROUNDING the northern
most point on an epic voy
age round the world, South 
African yachtsman 
Anthony Steward is radio
reporting to his sweetheart 
in Port Elizabeth that the 
Great Barrier Reef is 
breathtaki.ngly beautiful. 

Anthony, after leaving 
Cape Town and sailing 
westwards in February 
1991, is well on his way to 
becoming the first person 
to sail solo around the 
world in an open boat. 

· .ior his yacht, 
is sealed 

so he can never s eep under 
shelter. He drinks rain
water and eats, besides a 
little canned food, what
ever fish he can catch -
raw. 

His last port of call was 
Brisbane on the east coast 
of Australia. 

Sweetheart Sue Middle
ton, who is public relations 
officer for the Pier 14 shop
ping centre in North End, 
hears from him in a tele
radio call every few days. 

"He is expecting to reach 
Darwin in about two weeks' 
time," Sue said. He will buy 
final provisions there for 
the long journey across the 
Indian Ocean. It has the du
bious reputation of being 
the 'Indian Ocean Roller 
Coaster Ride' among 
yachtsmen who have sailed 
it. 

"He is hoping to be back 
in Durban (his home town) 
in mid-July, at least he'd 
better be, because we're 
getting married at the end 
of August!" 

They were engaged when 
"Ant" (as Sue calls him) 
was taking a rest in Port 
Elizabeth in January this 
year. 

"It was a real whirlwind 
romance," Sue said. 

"Although we've known 
each other for many years1 we got engaged after a ro
mance of about 10 davs. 

"We're aiming to set our 
own reeord of spending 
more than six consecutive 
days together - · t that 
will have to wa~r the 
honeymoon." 

The most dangerous part 
of the voyage lay ahead, I 
Anthony said while resting 
up in PE. l 

The Mozambique Chan- j 
nel was "something any 

1 yachtsman dreads". 
1 

"The success of his at
tempt," Sue said, "depends 
on his food and water sup
plies lasting the duration of 
the expected 70 days voy
age of about 6 500 (sea) 
miles." 

His longest passage be
fore this trip was 30 days 
from the Galapagos Islands 
to the Marquesas in the 
Pacific. 

Anthony has a single 
side-band radio on board to 
keep regular contact with 
Sue, his family and his 
sponsors. He navigates with 
a "Magellan", using the 
most up-to-date satellite 
navigation system. His 
back-up is a sextant, with 
wl)ich he takes sun-sights, 
an~ he uses navigation ta
bles for conversion. 

"Ant flew back to Bris
bane (after, his break in 
Port Elizabeth), where he 
had left his boat. on March 
1. He had to do several re
pairs, including fixing a 
broken mast. 

"He left Brisbane on 
March 23 and has made 
slow progress along the 
Great Barrier Reef be
cause of bad weather. 

"In the port of Mooloo
looba he had to wait for 
more than a week until the 
weather cleared." 

Frazer Island was round
ed "in horrific sea condi
tions" where two yachts 
went aground in breaking 
surf. 

Anthony last phoned Sue 
on Saturday, from a tiny 
settlement called Portland 
Road. 
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