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Ultimate-luxury 
yacht being bu;J.t 

city boatyartl • 
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By LINDA GALLOWAY 
Staff Reporter 
A CAPE TOWN boatbuilding firm 
has been awarded a multi-million 
rand contract by an offshore com
pany to build the biggest produc
tion yacht in the southern hemi
sphere. 

The Richleigh 63, a 19,2 metre ulti
mate-luxury yacht designed by Cape 
Town naval architect Phil Southwell, 
will be used as a charter vessel for 
the top-end of the market. 

The yacht was commissioned by 
Richard Ford of Richleigh Yachts, a 
Johannesburg charter company, for 
the offshore company Stenella. 

Robertson and Caine custom-yacht 
builders, who had the contract to 
make the moulds and do production 
tooling for the boat, were awarded the 
contract after a world-wide search by 

the financiers of the project. . 
Mr John Robertson said he hoped 

the project would establish Cape 
Town as a yacht-buil!ling centre of 
quality and attract valuable foreign 
currency. t 

The R2,5 million yacht, which has 
three luxury cabins each with en-suite 
bathroom and its own stereo, also has 
a video camera and editing suite on 
board so passengers can take home 
taped highlights of their $1 400-a-day 
(about R3 500) sailing lioliday. 

A fully-equipped office with fax and 
satellite communication system will 
keep everyone on board up to date. 

The boat is designed for short-hand
ed sailing and can be operated by one "' 
person. 

The yacht will have her sea-trials 
in Cape Town and will be ready for 
delivery in April next year. Her first 
charter season will be to the Indian 
Ocean islands and the Mediterranean. 
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DWARFED: Naval architecl't Phil Southwell, left, with boat-builders 
Jerry Caine and John Robertson on the hull mould for the 19,2 

metre Richleigh 63 ultimate-luxury yacht they are building. 


