
Sailors Darryl Massey (left) and Kevin Morris. 

South-wester blows up 
off shore yacht race chaos 
AN EXHAUSTED Transvaal 
yachtsman was rescued after 
more than an hour in the 
chilly, wind-whipped sea off 
Durban on Saturday when 
one of Durban's notorious 
south-westers blew up sud
denly, bringing with it race 
chaos. 

Yachtsman Ben Botha of 
Vaal Dam's Stilbaai Yacht 
Club, taking part in the Natal 
provincial championships for 
Hobie-14s, Hobie-16s, Paper 
Tigers and Darts off Durban 

' at the weekend, found himself 
in trouble. 

Local sailors Darryl Massey 
and Kevin Morris of Point 
Yacht Club, sailing a Hobie-
16, experienced problems 
when their sail dropped be
cause of the wind, howling in 
excess of 45 knots. 

'We were quite far out when 
we saw something bobbing in 
the water about 100 m from 
us. On t_he next swell we 
realised it was a fellow com
petitor,' Mr Massey said. 

By Fiona McDonald 
'We tried to steer around in 

an attempt to get closer to 
him but couldn't - the wind 
was just too strong and it was 
pushing us towards the ship
ping lanes.' 

'We were yelling at him to 
swim, but he was just hanging 
in his life-jacket.' 

After about 40 minutes the 
rescue boat reached them. 

e Their's were not the only 
\...:.!:::: of woe - Mr Hugh Barr's 
Dart was also dismasted and 
he waited in the unfriendly 
seas for an hour before he was 
picked up by a rescue boat. 

Chris Parr, with his brother 
Kevin on a Dart said : 'We 
were tumbled over by the 
wind and I dislocated my 
right arm.' Chris has pins in 
his shoulder. 

'I managed to get it back in 
but we were rolled again -
and my arm popped out. I 
drifted away but was picked 
up later by the rescue boat.' 


