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The Da Gama yacht race finishers provide a splash of colour at the wharf in East London yesterday. 

Da Gama yacht springs leak 
Daily Dispatch Reporter 

EAST LONDON - The 
Wilbur Ellis Da Gama 
ocean race was not plain 
sailing for all the yachts 
and crew. 

Granger sprang a leak 
on Thursday night which 
kept the crew bailing 
water for over 12 hours 
until the yacht was 
towed into the harbour 
yesterday morning. 

The weary crew 
looked ready for a well
deserved bath and rest, 
but with the prospect of 
having to repair the 
yacht before their re
turn to Durban tomor-

row, their luxury was 
short-lived. 

The skipper, Dennis 
Spalding, said yesterday 
this had been one of his 
toughest races - his 
eighth Da Gama race. 

He said a crack had 
appeared during the 
storm which they hit on 
Thursday night at about 
8 pm offBashee point. 

The stress of the 
stormy waters had 
caused the screws hold
ing the boat together at 
the hull to pop out, let
ting in water. 

Spalding said Granger 
was 28 years old - the 

oldest wooden Royal 
Cape 1 still on South 
African waters at the 
moment. 

A crew mzmber, Craig 
Liebrandt, said the 
south-westerly wind had 
been blowi.ng at about 
40 knots during the 
storm. 

Another crew mem
ber, Trish Kilburn, said 
she had felt alarmed by 
the cr isis. 

The 'skipper had 
found something to stuff 
into the crack. 

Eventually, they had 
been towed into the har
bour and berthed at 

about 10 am. 
Spalding said the 

crew members were 
looking forward to a 
hearty breakfast, hot 
baths and some rest, al
though they would have 
to ensure the boat would 
not sink before they 
could repair it properly. 

The sail back to Dur
ban was usually easier. 

East London 's entry, 
Ikhwezi, skippered by 
Mac Vosloo, was eighth 
over the line, in 37 
hours, 27 minutes. 

The crew were cel
ebrating their success
ful homecoming yester-

day morning. 
Swimlion, skippered 

by Brian Tocknell , was 
the first yacht to cross · 
the line at about 9.50 pm 
on Thursday. 

The skipper said it 
had been a satisfying 
race as they had led 
from the start. 

They h·ad not had con
stant wind , but "a little 
bit of everything''. 

Out of 15 Da Gamas, 
Tocknell said they had 
fi ve wins to their name. 

The presentation to · 
the winners took place · 
last night. 


