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NEW YORK - It was the 
sleep of the just for South 
African · round-the-world 
sailor Bertie Reed - an un
broken sleep-of 12 hours by 
a man who had just crossed 
the finish -line· at the end of 
his ··· third · singlehanded 
round-the-world yacht race. 

Reed, hero of the gruelling 
43 500 km race for his thrilling 
rescue of fellow-countrymen 
John Martin, whose 28,8 m 
yacht Allied Bank founde.red 
after hitting a submerged ice
berg, arrived in Newport, 
Rhode Island, early yesterday 
in eighth position overall after a 
long and frustrating spell in a 
winuless "hole" off the US coast 
on Tuesday night. 

His wife Pat and their daugh
ter Jennifer were among · a 
throng of excited friends and 
spectators in a small fleet of 
vessels at the finish line to 
cheer "Biltong" Bertie home in 
Grinaker, the yacht which Mar
tin was glad to see hove in sig~t 
as he huddled in a life-raft wait
ing to be rescued in the icy 
southern waters between Syd
ney and Punta de! Este. 

Becalmed 
But they had a long wait. 

Reed, with four other yachts, 
was becalmed 18 km off shore. 

"At one stage Bertie, who 
was very frustrated, said he 
was actually going backwards," 
said. a rac.e official who spoke to 
him by radio. 
· Six ·frustrating hours later, 

the :.vi11q picked up again . ~nd 
R~ed put ip a grandstand flmsh · 
for his loy;il supporters who had 
waited up all night for his arriv

' al. 
"When he finally showed up , 

.- in the early dawn mist, Bertie: 
. was positively screaming 
i : al?-?g!;'.:~~!d . ~~~ve Black, execu-

tive director of the US Yacht 
Racing Union, and a close per
sonal friend of Reed. "It wai) 
an exhilarating sight." 

Even across the line, Reed, 
with Mr Black now aboard as 
crew, continued to power his 
way to Newport's inner har
bour. 

"The race committee launch 
was to have towed Grinaker 
into her berth,' said Mr Black. 
"But we were going far too fast 
- the launch just didn't . have 
the speed to catch us." 

'once docked, Reed, who had 
had/.to endure more than 24 
hours' without sleep on the final 
leg of the voyage as Grinaker 
picked its way through the 
crowded shipping l,anes off the 
US coast, headed for bed. 

Celebrati9n 
"Sleep was all he wanted,'' 

said Mr Black, who· s,hares with 
Reed the Florida-~~rmuda race 
record which the two sailors 
won in 1985. "Bertie's been in · 
bed all day. He'll 'be having a 
great time with his wife and 
their many friends · when he 
wakes up. And how he will have 
deserved the celebration." 

Reed's overall time for the 
race was 140 days, four hours 
and 52 minutes. 

The race was a clean sweep 
for the French entries, who took 
the tqp three positions. 

Chr1stophe Augin, whose boat 
Groupe Sceta took 120 days, ·22 
hours and 36 minutes to cover 
the four legs of the race from 
Newport to Cape Town, Sydney 
and Punta del Este, broke the 
race record by a remarkable 
134 hours. The previous rec9rd 
was held by Philippe Jeantot, 
who won the first two BOC 
round-the-world races, and 
came third in this one. 

Augin snatched .his win in the 
final hours of the race, when his 
nearest rival, Alain Gautier, 
aboard Generali Concorde, blew 
a mainsail : and lost valuable 
time when he appeared to have 
the r~He w;ell in .hand. 


