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Yachting 

The world changed, but the waves kept iling high 
SOUTHAMPTON - When 24 
yachts set off. on the Whitbread 
Round the World Race, the 
Berlin Wall still separated East 
from West, Nicolae Ceausescu 
controlled Romania and Nelson 
Mandela was behind bars. 

Now, more than eight months 
r later, the first boats returned to 

Southampton, ending a 33 332-
mile journey. And while the 
world changed around them, 
the crews faced tragedy, skirt
ed icebergs and survived 15 m 
waves. · · · · 

In the end, the New Zealand 
ketch Steinlager 2 was the win
ner. Tbe vessel completed its 
sweep 9f all six legs of the race 
on TueSdily by defeating Fisher 

and Paykel by 36 minutes in the 
3 837-mile final leg from Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida. 

Jazz band's, fireworks and 
waving New Zeafand flags 
greeted the 25,3 m Steiplager as 
it wrapped up a comfortable 
victory in the overall race over 
Fisher and Paykel, also from 
New Zealand. 

Steinlager won the (quadren
nial race, which began on Sep
tember 2 in Southamp1'1n, by 35 
hours, 37 minutes, 52~seconds 
over Fisher 'and Pa el. The 
Swiss ~oat Merit finis ed third 
in the leg and third overall, 
more than two day behind 
Steinlager. · 

During the 128 day$ at sea 

and 142 days in ports on three 
continents that the yachts 
spent, the world changed. ,The 
Berlin Wall is now a treasured 
souvenir, Ceausescu was exe
cuted by his own people and 
Mandela is negotiating with the 
South African government. 

The other 19 yachts, which 
have survived encounters with 
whales, icebergs and stormy 
seas, are expected to arrive in 
Southampton within the next 
week. 

The race was ·marred by 
death and financial adversity. 
Some ships have struggled to 
keep afloat financially during 
the event, estimated to cost 
$10-m a yacht. 

The only US yacht enter· 
the race, a ship with an Ill
woman crew, had to drop '.~ut 
on the first day of competition 
because of a lack of funds. the 
other boat unable to comp~te 
the race was the Finnish v•el 
Martela, which capsized gOing 
around Cape Horn. 

The Soviet yacht Fazisi·, x
pected to reach port later bis 
week, needed fundraisers · at 
least two ports to keep go· ~ It 
also was struck by trag . dy 
wh-,,n its skipper, Alexei Ofy
shenko, wandered away fd>m 
port in Punta del Este, ltu
guay, in October and was f6'1nd 
two days later hanging froip a 
tree. 

The other death occurred at 
sea. Anthony PIJiillips of the 
British ship Creightons Natu
rally was swept overboard and 
never regained consciousness 
after spending 47 minutes in 
the cold Atlantic Ocean in No
vember. 

The custom-buUt yachts 
sailed from Southampton to 
Punta del Este, then went east 
to Australia and New Zealand. 
They continued east back to 
Punta del Este in February and 
stopped in Florida, before 
heading back to England. 

Among the boats nearing the 
finish line was Maiden, · of Brit
ain, with · an all-woman crew. 

Home from the sea. Peter Blake, 
skipper of the victorious 
Steinlager 2, is reunited with his 
daughter Sara-Jane (6) in 
Southampton. • •Picture by Reuter. 


