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World yacht 
reaches final 

race 
port 

SOUTHAMPTON (Eng
land) - The Whitbread 
Round the World yacht 
race , which for the last 
eight months has seem
ed like a sideshow to the 
life-and-death struggles 
of its competitors, is ex
pected to reach its final 
port this weekend. 

The race of 62 842 km, 
which began last Sep
tember in Southampton, 
has been marred by the 
suicide of one skipper 
and the death of a crew 
member swept over
board in stormy South 
Atlantic seas. 

The 22 yachts in the 
quadrennial race have 
been buffeted by gale
force winds , struck by 
icebergs and whales, 
and spun around by 
water spouts. 

Completing the odys
sey will be a remarkable 
accomplishment for 
some crews who have 
had to overcome finan
cial and linguistic prob
le ms as well as the 
wrath of the seas. 

The Soviet boat Fazisi 
has epitomized such a 
struggle. 

It nearly missed the 
start because of con-

struction problems and 
a lack of money, and its 
inexperienced crew had 
trouble communicating 
with American co-cap
tain Skip Novak. 

Novak, a veteran 
sailor from Chicago, 
tried for years to orga
nize a US entry for the 
race but was unable to 
get sponsorship. He was 
hired by the Soviets 
shor tly before the race 
began in September. 

The Fazisi was struck 
by tragedy at the first 
stop in Punta del Este, 
Uruguay, where co-cap
tain Alexei Gryshenko 
wandered away from the 
ship and was found a 
day later hanging from a 
tree. Crew members 
said he had been de
pressed. 

Novak guided the 26-
meter Fazisi to Fre
mantle, Australia , and 
Auckland , New Zealand, 
then back to Punta del 
Este and Fort Lauder
dale, Florida, where he 
resigned before the re
turn trip to Southamp
ton. 

Another yacht that 
overcame pre-race 
doubts is Maiden, a Brit
ish boat with an all-

woman crew. The 18-
metre yacht skippered 
by Tracy Edwards won 
two legs in its class 
while battling icebergs, 
thunderstorms, water 
spouts and whales. 

The Maiden, which 
collided with a whale 
and was turned around 
360 degrees by a water 
spout during the final 
leg from Fort Lauder
dale to Southampton, 
was on course to finish 
third in its class. 

"She has been hon
oured the world over 
and can expect more 
when she returns 
home," yacht racing 
writer Andrew Preece 
said of Edwards in the 
June edition of Yachting 
World magazine. "Along 
with a lot of other 
people, I'll have to eat 
my hat. " 

Six sailors have been 
swept overboard during 
the race, including two 
knocked off the Creigh
tons Naturally yacht on 
a stormy November 
night en route from 
Punta del Este to Fre
tnantle. Five of the six 
were rescued by their 
shipmtes. - Sa pa-AP 


