
1 Voorfrekker II flies high to take line honours 
By Dave Beattie 

LISBON - To borrow and 
bend Jack Higgins' fa
mous book title, The Fly
ing Springbok, has landed. 

Voortrekker II, spon
sored by South African 
Airways, and steered by 
Lieuteenant . Commander 
Hanno Teuteberg and his 
crew of six, took the fin
ishing gun at Cascais, 
about 12 miles from Lis
bon for. ine honours in the 
Portnet -~lome 
Dias yacht race from the 
Cape to Portugal. . 

Trekker II completed 
the run from Cape Town 
to Ponto Delgado in the 

Azores in 29 days, 12 hours 
and 38 minutes and her 
time for the 770 miles 
from the. islands to Ca
scais was three days five 
hours and 50 minutes. 

First sight of the 50 foot 
sloop came at about 4 pm 
local time when her huge 
orange, white and blue 

· spinnaker appeared in the 
late afternoon sunlight. 

But with the wind dying 
Teuteberg had to change 
to a smaller sail only a 
few miles from the finish 
of the 6 000 mile trip. 

In the bay beneath the 
ramparts of an old fort, 
she passed the committee 

boat, dropped all but the 
qiainsail, and headed for 
the shelter of the Tagus 
River near the city centre. 

After Teuteberg had 
been thrown overboard in 
te traditional manner he 
said: "The winds were 
never fantastic; never 
more than about 25 knots 
but we · were on a beam 
reach for most of the time 
and had a good run. For 
me, my crew made the 
trip. They were simply 
great. We sailed as hard 
as we could and achieved 
our objectives. Our aim 
and the aim of our spon
sors was line honours but 

we could still do well on 
handicap too. 

"I think we proved also 
that this nine-year-old 
boat is still competitive. 
We held Bertie Reed in 
Grinaker to just 43 mi
nutes to the Azores and 
we've done well against 
Walon." 

The next 24 hours could 
be crucial in the handicap 
stakes. For Walon, the 
present leader, looked fo 
be 11 hours of the pace 
and much depends on the 
sort of wind Dave Abro
mowitz encounters in the 
last few miles. 

Walon was reported 

yesterday to be about 80 
miles behind Trekker II 

· and about 50 miles ahead 
of Voortrekker I, which by 
all accounts is having a 
"whale of a time''. 

Rob Shelley's boat 
struck a whale on the first 
leg of the race and she's 
done it again on the sec
ond. This time, it seems it,. 
was quite a bloody affair 
but ·fears that Trekker I 
may have been badly 
wounded were discounted 
after initial anxiety. 

POSITIONS 
Line honour1 - Voortrekker II; Walon; 
V oortrekker I; Mike's Kitchen. IMS 
Handicap - V oortrekker II; Wal on; 
Jasco. Open class handicap - Shelley 

. Anne; Dunkelly an~ !GI Gilana. 
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