
'No need · for PE to put up w1tn 
PORT ELIZABETH residents should no '. ~a ve to 
put up with the dirt from the manganese ore dump 
in the harbour, although pollution levels were said 
to be acceptable. 

This was said by Mr Ian Lilllejohn, commodore 
of the Algoa Bay Yacht Club. after his meeting with 
the Oepuly Minister of Mineral and Energy 
Affairs. Dr Piel Welgemoed. harbour authorities 
and city officials at the weekend. 

At the meeting, Mr Sidney Chait, the harbour 
engineer, said the ore berth would not be relocated 
in the short term, but the intention was not for it to 
stay in the harbour forever. 

He said the pollution levels were constantly 
monitored and were within international limits. 

Mr Littlejohn, however, said the ABYC was not 
happy with the testing methods employed by the 
city health inspectors and were commissioning 
their own study to test pollution levels. 

He said the "ambiguous" phrase of acceptable 
pollution levels actually meant nothing. 

"I haven't found anyone to whom the ore dust 
pollution is acceptable. If there is anyone who finds 
the dirt that falls around the city, despoiling build
ings, curtains, etc, acce"j>table, I'd like to meet 
him." he said. 

"I was pleased that the harbour authorities took 
the visitors on a tour of the ore berth during the 
meeting at the weekend, and all I can say is that it 
is far worse than I thought. 

"According to the figures released to us, the ore 
'- dump contributes only 10% of the harbour's annual 

turnover. I think for the fuss and problems created 
for this small amount, they could surely relocate it 
to Saldanha Bay. 

"I don't believe that there would be mass unem
ployment as has been suggested from some quar
ters if the dump were to move. 

"In the plan presented at the meeting by Mr John 
Mercer, assistant chief townf planner, the whole 
area there will be given over to the develofment of 
tourist-orientated industries ·which wil create 
more employment. . • . . . · , . 

dump dirt' 
"I feel that Mr Mercer's plan is the only one that 

really makes sense for PE - it's the only way lo go. 
"From our side, we will continue with our <level· 

opment of the marina in the yacht basin, including 
the valet berth with high pressure hoses, because 
that is the only effective way that we can try to 
keep the yachts clean. 

"Workers came on site yesterday and phase one 
should be complete within a month. 

"We will not begin with phase two until phase 
one is up and running, but out of 48 berths for the 
second phase, we already have firm commitments 
for 15. 

"Some inquiries we have had for phase two came Mr IAN LITTLEJOHN 
from as far afield as Johannesburg, Cape Town and ,---------------~ 
Durban. 

"With the Delta sponsorship assured for next 
year's regatta, which is currently the richest in the 
country, we are also going to expand the sailing 
week tremendously. 

"The L34's will be holding their nationals in 
conjunction with the regatta next year, which is the 
first time they will be doing it out of Durban. 

"We are also busy finalising the J22 class 
nationals for next year. Along with the two 
nationals being run, we will have a class of about 15 
Dragonflies competing, as well as the usual favor
ites like Club Mykonos and Corum. 

"We are also negotiating to incorporate the 
Vasco da Gama race, which is currently being 
sailed from Durban to East London, into the re
gatta. 

"We have several options there, including ending 
the race in PE, using the East London to PE stretch 
as a long distance race, or timing it so that the 
yachts have a couple of weeks layover in East 

. . London before coming to PE for the regatta." 
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