
Yachting 

Dias race hots 
up as pacesetters 
head for Lisbon 

By Dave Beattie 

PONTA DELGADA (Sao 
Maguel), Azores - Dave 
Abromowitz and his crew 
got it all together per
fectly at the start of the 
final leg of the Portnet 
Bartolomeu Dias Cape 
Town to Lisbon yacht 
race yesterday. 

Getting his spinnaker 
up in the 20-knot follow
ing wind about two mi
nutes before the gun and 
before anyone else, Abro
mowitz ran his thorough
bred racer, Walon, at the 
line, and the 50-footer 
that leads the race on 
handicap showed the rest 
of the fleet her stern as 
she swept through the 
starting gate between an 

offshore Portuguese frig
ate and the end of the 
harbour wall here at 
Ponta Delgado. 

It all seemed to cause 
a fluster on SAA 1Voor
trekker II. Or perhaps 
Hanno Teuteberg and his 
men had just been on the 
island too long. Whatever 
the reason, their at
tempts to "pop" their 
huge spinnaker met with 
scant success until they 
hit the start line, by 
which time Abromowitz 
was away. 

Two other yachts took 
advantage, too - old 
Voortrekker I, sponsored 
by Anchor Yeast and 
skippered by Rob Shelley, 
and Mike's Kitchen, skip
pered by Fred Gottgens. 

line honours winner on 
the first leg passed 
handicap leader Walon 
soon after the start. 

Of course, with 770 
miles to go to the finish 
in Lisbon, a few hundred 
metres · conceded at the 
start means very little, 
particularly when there · 
is a lOft disparity in 
length between W alon 
and the yacht that leads 
in the race for line hon
ours. 

As it was, within 30 mi
nutes of the off, Voor
trekker II had closed the 
door on W:alon again. But 
still, tn~ yacht the lpcals 
will remember here is 
Walon, and Abromowitz 
must have felt quite 
pleased as he headed for 
the open sea. 

Fourth past the start 
line was Natfish Touch
wood, followed by King's 

Transport and the boat 
second on IMS handicap, 
Jasco Spirit of St Gerard. 

Bringing up the rear of 
the fleet, where many of 
the yachts seemed reluc
tant to break out their 
spinnakers, was IGI Gi
lana, the first Open Class 
finisher at Ponta Delga
do. Just ahead of Gilana 
were Dunkelly and Shel
ley-Ann. 

With the wind blowing 
ever more briskly, the 
fleet, shepherded by SAS 
Protea, were soon out of 
sight of this old seaport, 
with its somewhat more 
time-worn and smaller 
replica of Cape Town 
castle, and its crowded 
cobbled streets. But me
mories of the lush green 
pastures, blue lakes and 
volcanic geysers of Sao 
Miguel, and the hospital
ity of its people must 
have been comforting in
deed, as the yachts head
ed into the loneiness of 
the grey Atlantic. 

A number of yachts 
have still to reach Ponte 
Delgado, and the cut-off 
date at the island is May 
18. 




