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Martin sets 
sail towards a 
golden 'carrot' [ 
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YACHTING 

Simon Osler 

JOHN Martin's prepara
tions for the Trans-At
lantic double-handed 
race from Plymouth, 
England, to Newport , 
Rhode Island, are well 
under way, and he hopes 
it remains 'plain sailing' 
as his sponsors have dan
gled a Rl-million 'carrot' 
as a bonus for success in 
the BOC race later in the 
year. 

Martin, who will be 
sailing with brother Ian 

~ in the double-handed 
race from June 10, did 
the Cape Town-Ply
mouth journey on hi s 
own to gain experience 
on the new racer for the 
BOC single-handed race 
which starts in Septem
ber. 

His time for the 
11 OOOkm trip was 39 
days, which knocked two 
days off the previous 
record - and he was not 
consciously racing. 

"Everything just went 
incredibly well. Between 
the Equator and the 
Azores I was doing 8,8 
knots (17km/ h) into the 
wind. This is a down
wind racer, but I haven't 
had a chance to test her 
with a following wind," 
said Martin, who is one 
of the favourites for the 
two races. 
Expensive 

Martin's new yacht, 
Allied Bank, was built to 
his own specifications in 
Cape Tow.n by Briton 
Phil Sharp, who has 
since settled near their 
Wynberg boat-construe, 
tion operation, and is as 
good as anything it will 
be competing against -
and these are the best, 
and most expensive. 60-
footers in the world. 

Allied Bank has the la
test in technology -
from radio equipment 
and microwave-linked 
fax facilities to send 
back stills from video 
camera shots, to cobalt
irradiated food from ·the 
Atomic Energy Corpora
tion which has a shelf 
life of seven years. 

No expense has been 
spared - the material 
for the hull's construc
tion was frozen at -18C 
and flown across to Cape / 
Town from France, from 
where the mast also 
came, while the rudders 
are German-made. The 
racing sails cost in the 
region of R200 000 - and 
two sets need to be car
ried. 
Contact 

The Martin boat will 
be in constant contact 
with the Uni~ed States 
and South Africa · for up
to-the-minute weather 
reports. 

Martin's main rivals in 
the races include fellow
Sou th African Bertie 
Reed, Warren Luhrs 
frorµ the United States, 
and the formidable 
French quartet of Ti
toaun Lamazou, Jean-Ive 
Terlain, Louis Perion 
and twice winner of the 
BOC, Philipe Jeantot. 

There are seven 
French racers, two from 
South Africa and the 
United States, and none 
from Britain, whose sail
ors have struggled to get 
boats built on time, and 
with arranging sponsor
ship. 

"This is the chance of 
a life-time. I have beaten 
all the competitors at 
least twice, which none 

JOHN MARTIN 
Unexpected record 

o.f them have done to me. 
It's a big psychological 
advantage," said Martin. 

Next week Allied Bank 
comes out of the water 
at Southampton for a 
final check, and should 
be re-floated a week 
later. 

As far as the Double
handed Trans-Atlantic 
race is concerned, his 
la'ck of experience as a 
team with brother Ian is 

g 
e 
v 
h 

e 
e 

s 
I: 
s 

v 
r 
r. 
t 

not a worrying factor. 
They have only sailed to
gether once in competi
tion, in the Whitbread 
round the World race , 
from Cape Town to 
Auckland, New Zealand, 
when their boat won that . .4 
leg of the race. J 

"The race is a straight 
line-honours race -
there is no hand~cap. So 
all the boats start on an 
even footing. They are 
all 60-foot mono-hulls, 
going flat out for New
port," said Martin. 

"I had the boat built to 
my own specifications. It 
is an extremely physical [ 
boat, with massive gear
ing," he said. 

"I am now 35, and at 
my peak. I've probably 
got another five years 
left for single-handed 
racing. After that I hope 
to get into the Whitbread 
races, where crews of 20- 1 
plus are .needed. There is 
a possibility of changes 
to the laws, restricting 
these 70-foot boa ts to 
crews of eight. If the 
l~~s CQ!!!Linto being, I 
will give it a go. At the 
moment it's too expen
sive to run big crews." 
Resign 

Martin left the South 
African Navy recently, 
after 17 years of service: 
"They were cutting back ' 
on personnel, so I decid
ed to resign and become 
a full-time professional 
sportsman." 

His honours include: 
1982 - Winning the 
Round Britain and Ire
land race with Bertie 
Reed,• 1984 - second in 
the Trans-Atlantic Sin
gle-handed race, 1985 -
second in the Round. 
Britain and Ireland race, 
1986 - winning the 
Trans-Atlantic Double
handed race, as well as 
the first and fourth legs 
of the BOC Challenge, 
both in record time, 1988 
- second in the Trans
Atlantic Single-handed 
race. 

The Martin boat-build
ing operation did not end 
after the construction of 
Allied Bank. So far they 
have built a further 
seven yachts, one of 
which is a 26-foot 'minia
ture' of Martin's boat, 
and have a contract to 
build another five 43-foot 
family cruisers. 

· D Rival Bertie Reed is 
reported to be making 
good progress on his way 
from ~he Azores to Ply
mouth in his boat Grin
aker. 
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