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Foster Hannah, 71, is the Algoa Bay Yacht Club's 
oldest, friendliest skipper. His unassuming attitude 
and love of the sea are legend among Port Eliza-

beth" s yachting fraternity. 
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Age no drag as 
Foster sniffs 
about 'his' b·ay 

By MICHEL MULLER 
IF there's one unique character at the Algoa Bay Yacht 
Club, hosts of the Opel Algoa Bay Challenge regatta, it's 
Foster Hannah, 71. 

"He must have taught hundreds of people to sail," one 
yachtsman said. 

"Did you know he had a serious car smash when he 
was 69, stopped sailing for a year and then came back to 
race?" 

Foster, who works half-day at his best friend's monu
mental mason business in Baakens Valley, is the envy 
of the Algoa Bay Yacht Clubs' sailors. "How does he get 
all those girls on his yacht?" skippers half his age ask. 

Another mariner said: "Foster's been sailing longer 
than I've been alive. He's 71 and still at it. It's not an old 
dinghy either, but an ocean-going Buccaneer which he 
sails single-handedly." 

The old salt said yesterday that he was feeling his age 
after Wednesday's race in 35-knot winds. He had to 
retire, lying second in his class, after he blew his jib. His 
first regatta was in 1938 in Australia, where he was 
born. 

"Nobody taug~t me to sail," he said. "I started off as a 
bailer boy in Sydney, Australia. My job was to bail 
water as we raced. I was 11." 

Foster gave up sailing during the Second World War. • 
"I finished up as a marine engineer, then decided to 

give up engineering and get as far away from the sea as , 
possible. 

"I tried Johannesburg; didn't like it and headed for 
Rhodesia. After a while I decided to holiday in South 
Africa for three months. I've been in Port Elizabeth 
ever since." And at the yacht club from not long after. < 

"Foster's always the same. If you need anybody's j 
help, he's always there. I burnt out my dinghy motor 
and he offered me his spare. I'd say he's the most 1 

gregarious, vociferous old salt around - and he sails 
straight off his moorings," an admirer said. 

Foster and his wife Marjorie have three children and 
six grandchildren. 


